THE USAGE OF THE NUMERALS 2, 3 and 5 IN THE SERBOCROATIAN/CROATIAN
(S/C) DIASPORA IN SWEDEN

1.

In this report I will present the resulte of written tests
(multiple-choice) conducted in the JUBA Project (The Language
Development of Yugoelav Children in Sweden). The material in this
paper is limited to the usage of the numerals dwva, 1{ri, pet and
their derivatives dvoje, dvojica, troje, trojica, petoro, petorica
in subject function. The teete comprise the combination of these
numerels with masculine, feminine and collective nouns. (cf.
Appendix. The original tests.)

Cut of the spectrum of the numeral forme - 2, 3 and 5 - each
informant wvag to choose the type that eatisfied his/her idea of
vhat is correct, which, on the other hand, does not necessarily
represent pereonal language behaviour.

The tests were presented in both standard norms of the S/C, but in
Latin orthography. Illiterate informants had the teste read to
them by the testers.

The informants presented in thie paper are 256 S5/C speakere atten-
ding primary and secondary echool, aged 7-18 years.

2.

According to normative grammars (Prirudna gramatika hrvatskoga
knjiZfevnog jezika, 3kolska knjiga, Zagreb 1979; M. Stevanovié:
Savremeni srpskohrvatski jezik, Beograd 1964) the S/C numerals are
combined with nouns in nominal phrases functioning as subject in
accordance with the folloving rules:
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Fig. 1. Rules of combining numerals and nouns.

masc. /neut. feminine #collective
89, pl. ag. pl. sq. pl.
_—— E— S | R | —
dva/dvije G N/A
::
tri G N/A
I— |
e = e
pet G G
dvoje G G
I | S L
troje G G
petoro G G
dvojica G
trojica G
_-—-_-_—“——'=.
petorica G

¥Collective gender here denotes:

such nouns as djeca, telad, prasad, vhich are combined vwith an
adjectival attribute in feminine gender but demand the numerals
dvo je, troje, pelora.

such nouns as starac, govedo, svinja etc., vhich normally are
combined with masculine, neuter or feminine adjectives and
numerals but demand the numerals dvoje, (troje, peltoro vhen
referring to groups of both sexes.

The syntagmatic dependence in the subject NP ie left or right
directed according to the gender of the head of the NP. Feminine
nouns require congruent attributes, vhilst the form of masculine,
neuter and collective noung is determined by the numeral. Ex.

Dva djedaka igraju tenis. #Djecaka igraju tenis.
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The usage of the numerals 2,3 and 5

---------- >
Dvoje djece placu. #Djece placu.

Y LY ——

Dvije djevojcice éitaju. Djevojdice ditaju.

Fig. 2. Syntagmatic dependence in the NP.

G E N D E R
masc. /neut. femin. collective
Syntagmatic -] L Y
dependence

3.

Belov I give a specification of the answera given by the infor-
manta. By correct answers ve mean anawerge vhich correspond to the
normative information given in the grammars mentioned in 2.

Phrase 26: ’... djedaka/decaka ...’ (Tvo boys ...).

Correct:
183 informante ansvered dva ;
44 " . dvojica, also correctly;
Wrong:
21 " . dvoje, i.e. collective numeral;
3 " dvi je, i.e. feminine form;
1 " dvaju, i.e. masc. gen. form;
2 " did not answer,
Phrase 29: ’... djecdaka/dedaka ...’ (Three boys ...).
Correct:
156 informants anewered tri, ;
92 . v trojica, also correctly;
Wrong:
45 . " troje, i.e. collective numeral;
2 " triju, i.e. genitive form;
1 " did not answver.
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Phrage 32: ‘... volova ...’ (Five oxen ...).

Correct:
181 informante answered pel, ;
Wrong:
435 " petoro, i.e. collective numeral;
23 v " petorica, 1.e. numeral noun;
6 . peti, i.e. ordinal numeral;
1 . did not anawver.
Phrase 27: ’... djevojdice/devojéice ...’ (Tvo girls...).
Correct:
216 informants ansvered dvije/dve, ;
Wrong:
20 . " dvoje, i.e. collective numeral;
11 " " dva, i.e. masculine form;
6 v . dvojica, i.e. numeral noun;
1 v " dvaju, i.e. mase. gen. form;
2 . did not answer,
Phrase 30: ’... djevojdice/devojdice...’ (Three girls...).
Correct:
185 informants anesvered tri, ;
Wrong:
54 " " troje, i.e. collective numeral;
10 n trojica, i.e. numeral noun;
6 " " triju, i.e. genitive form;
1 " did not ansver.
Phrase 33: '... Zena ...’ (Five vomen ...).
Correct:
178 informants ansvered pet, ;
Wrong:
64 . ’ petero/petoro, i.e. collective numeral;
12 " petorica, 1.e. numeral noun;
1 " . peti, 1.e. ordinal numeral;
1 . did not anawver.
Phrase 28: '... djece/dece ...’ {(Tvo children ...).
Correct:
156 informants answered dvoje, ;
Wrong:
38 . n dvojica, i.e. numeral noun;
36 " * dvi je/dve, i.e. feminine form;
23 " . dva, 1.e. mesculine form;
1 " r dvaju, i.e. masc. gen. form;
2 " did not ansver.
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Phrage 31: ’... djece/dece ...’ (Three children ...).
Correct:

149 informants anavered troje, ;

HWrong:

72 " . tri, i.e. masc./fem. /neut. form;
32 " " trojica, i.e. numeral noun;
2 . v triju, i.e. masc./fem/neut. - genitive;
1 b did not answer.

Phrase 34: ’'... djece/dece ...’ (Five children ...).

Correct:

133 informants enswvered petero/petoro, ;

Wrong:

103 " ' pet, i.e.. masc./fem. /neuter form;
18 " v petorica, i.e. numeral noun;
1 b " peti, i.e. ordinal numeral;

Fig. 3. The distribution of correct and incorrect ansvers.

Jgé ﬂ//// o 7///4//4//-//// //7

%¢4%¢//%%%
Nune- §§§£ E;EE et [avigel ¢ dvogetroje [pete-
Genderl mesculine feminine collective

sy
e
i correct ansvers

The most clear tendencies in the material are:

1) The discrepancy between the S/C standard and the diaspora usage
is most evident in the syntagms with collective gender nouns.

Slavica Lundensia 10, 1986, pp. 215-233



Mijo Tomasevic

2) The stability is lower in the sayntagme containing higher
numerals than in those vith lowver ones.

4,
However, these two tendencies are not equal from a diachronical
vievpoint:

Fig. 4. Development of the correct usage of numerals - 2, 3, 3
regardless of the gender of the noun.
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A) dva/dvojica, dvije/dve, duoje;
B) tri/trojica, troje;
C) pet, petoro.
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Fig. 5. Development of the correct usage of nuwmerals
vith regard to gender.
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A) dva/dvojica, tri/lrojica, pet! (masculine);
B) dvije/dve, tri, pet (feminine);
C) dvoje, troje, peloro (collective).

Thue the percentage of correct answers in syntagme with the
numeral pe! is permanently 10-20 ¥% lower than in those represen-
ting the numerals i{ri and pel.

The ability to use the collective numerale (C) is extremely low in
the ages 7-8 years but increases rapidly after 29 years of age. At
the age of 15 the correct usage of the collectivee reaches a level
of 80 ¥, di.e. the esame as the feminine (B) and masculine (A)
forma. Hence the lack of collective gender forms is a retardation
feature and not a permanent phenomenon.
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3.

I vill also.give some commente upon the distribution of the

different types of wrong ansvers.

Fig. 6. Collective numerals incorrectly combined with masculine

and feminine nouns (¥ of all iacorrect ansvers).
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Fig. 7. Non-collective cardinal numerals combined with collective

nouns (% of all incorrect ansvers.)
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We notice here that the collective numerals dvoje, troje, petoro
are the most frequent incorrect ansvers in combination with mascu-
line and feminine nouna. Thus the rather lov frequency of the
collective numerals in sayntagms vhere they ought to be used can
not be considered as an indication that they have a weak pogition
among the diesspora epeakers. We must rather reckon with some kind
of system restructuring vith regard to the gender opposition.
Hovever, thie reetructuring seems to take place only in the early
gchool age and then successively disappears. It is vorth noting
that the surrounding Swedish language has totally undeclinable
numerals, which, no doubt, could be a source for aimplificetion of
the diaspore morphology. Hovever, the precise art of system chan-
ges possibly hidden in this twofold tendency - lack of collective
gender forms in contexte vhere they ought to be used and abundant
uge of them together with masculine and feminine nouns - can only
be established after individual examination of each informant in
the JUBA Corpus, which will be the aubject of a forthcoming
report.

APPENDIX The original testes.

Phrase 26.

1. Dvaju

2. Dva

3. Dvaju sessessen. djedaka igraju tenis.
4, Dvije

5. Dvojica

Phrase 27.

1. Dva

2. Dvaju

3. Dvojica cesraseess djevojéice éitaju knjigu.
4. Dvije

5. Dvoje

Phrase 28.

1. Dvoje

2. Dva

3. Dvije casereaas. djece placu.

4, Dvaju

S. Dvajica

Slavica Lundensia 10, 1986, pp. 215-233



Mijo Tomasevic

Phrase 29.

1. Traoje

2. Tri vreesvesss djedaka crtaju.
3. Triju

4, Trojica

Phrase 30.

Tri

Trojica trsseeress djevojcice ditaju.
Triju

. Troje

Ll ol s

Phrase 3l.

1, Trojica

2. Troje tesesaeses djece placdu,
3. Tri

4, Triju

Phrase 32.

1. Peti

2. Petero ssesesees VDlova pasu.
3. Pet

4, Petorica

Phrase 33.

1. Petero

2. Pet  cieeees .. Zena pletu carape.
3. Peti
4, Petorica

Phrase 34.
1. Pet
2. Petero censsesses djece jedu jabuke.

3. Peti
4. Petorica
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