
Tmn~rrionifi~~, ~-;;s.romxs mTn assumed that the Swedish peasantry in the 
course of the l&t!1 century went through a process of increasing social and econo- 
niic differentiation. Recent studies have shown, however, rhar rhis may not have 
been the case. By ~aking rhe possession of live-stock as a measure of mreadth, a s t~~d j r  
has come to the conciusion char no visible changes in ecoliomic stratification 
occurred, and chat dir'fsrences ben veer^ rich 2i1d poor may evs-n have diirinished 
in the ilorthern half of rhe country. 

Zxp?anations for chis, in a European context rather unique, situation have so 
h r  been less convincing. The article argues that demographic growth, \vhich has 
been suggested as a cause, cannot explain the Ievellir~g tendencies in northem 
Swedei~, since these tendeiacies took place in regions ~ivil-h demographic growth as 
well as in regions with declining or sraglianr popuiatio~as. 
T 
i he article suggesrs, tentatively that the Cro~vris demand for more and more 

races to finance the incessant wars hit the wedthy peasants as hard as the poor and 
less well-to-do. If this was the case, a ree\duration ofthe relationship 'between the 
Crown and the peasace elite presenzs itself as necessary. The traditiol~al concept of 
an alliance Bsenveen the two may have co be reconsidered. 
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;HE SUBJECT O F  Tgans AXTICSZ is reforms in the production of \voo:lens and the 
state's rnanufac~uring policy in century Iceland. %hat  was the essence of this 
policy? \%!at were :he objecrives o.C:he changes aiid of h a :  es:ablishrne>t of rextile 
rnanuhctures in Iceland? At the time Iceland was one of the North-Atlantic re- 
gions of the Danish monarchy and Copenhagen was the seat of central power. 
The development of the authorities' policy in Icelar-nd was, in many \~iays, in line 
with the economic policy in the rAaoxzrchy as a \vhole, bxr was transpiaared into 
an Icelandic rezliy \vhich was in inany respecs different from the Danish oce. 
Mter 1735 and unril rhe end of the Pgth century great emphesis was put on deve- 
loping manufactures alongside other economic aceiviry i:m the vvhole state. Textile 
manufacr~zres in Iceland were run by an Icelandic joint stock company the rVrivi- 
legecI1celandic Chnpajy (Privilegerte IsPandske Interessentskab) in the later half of 
the lgd' cenrury with its centre in Reykjavik. Its \m-ious enterprises were suppor- 
ted by the authorities, 2nd are examples of liow rhe maazufacti~ring policy T T ? ~  

implemented and conducted in one of the remote regions of the Danish mollar- 
CB y. 

The state's poliqr ofmmnfac~urin~ changed olurin-ig the i century The state 
had vested interests in Icelandic trade, which in turn influenced the manufacrur- 
ing policy. The establishment of wool manuicactert-es was proposed to the central 
authorities in the beginning of the cennlry and on\vards. Such proposals concer- 
ning rhe economic revivai of Iceland were ohen rejected, either because they livere 
considered unrealisric or because they were regarded as potentidly harmful to the 
state's crrde interesrs in Iceland. In the beginning of the 1750's the support was 
considerable; two texrile rna~mmr'acrures were established with roj~al support. One 
of them was based on the craft of w~onfedhbrics and the other one on the produc- 
tion of fjbrics generally cdEed clot/?. The manuhct~ares were run by che Privileged 
lceiandic Company and were oce of its diverse projects, all aiming at economic 
reform. This neanrt an attempt ar a radical resurrection of the Icelandic economy, 
i he most important role ofthe new textile manufactures ~vzs inrended to be that 
of centres of knowledge about naiJ methods of production that, in e m ,  vvere 
supposed to make the national ~ ~ ~ o o l l e n s  producton more effective. Mrel- 20 
years, the chive was severeiy- redaced and a change in policy occurred; srnailerfi~vz 
manz~~%cium ic mral areas should be supported, instead of on!j7 building up spec- 
idized manufactures in Reykjavik. The idea of a large-scale resurrection of che 
country's economy \was thereby rejected, brnt it vvas still hoped that the two textile 
manuhct~lres in Reykjavik could serve their origind goals as centres for the -vlroo! 
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.- $ :, ~ , o  uctrnn in the co:mta): both the farm ;ma:~uFactures and t!~e 6Lou-i~esi-ic pi-due- 
;ion. kziother chal-ige occarred toward the end of the 1780's. Su~goyt  for rnalzel- 
fixtures is, generzl w a s  rejecred an2 it Secxne officia! nolfcy that rhe realistic fis~i~: 
for productio:~ of ~xooliens consisted of rnzall unit5 of dcme:itic p;.aa'ucnon. Srate 
support for the m.anufacrures was no i o ~ g e r  apicai and rhe rural industry shoxld 
s~aild oil its own Seer. 

-1 C 1  

I ne overall objective or the reforms that starred in ti:z 1750's :\{as improve- 
ment o f the  Hceinndic economy, The procession of-svool was m importai~t pa;t rf 
ir. The didactic idea was central behind the esrablishment an& ruaning of the 
textiie rr,a~aui'actn:es; new ri~ecl-mGs of sroducrion were ro be il~rroduced. This 
idea comes across in differing :-pays. As it was dweloped In conjuxcl-ioc with tl-c 
first rexzile rrmanuiFacoul-e (producing worsted fabrics) in 175 1, great emphasis v , ~ s  
put on siraple production acd co-operation with fz.rins in ru;.al areas. '$Then :he 
secai-id cerceile raanuhccure (prodixed doth fzbrics) v~as estabiished and the big 
piails xvon through ii? 1752, :he ideas became grander. The sou-se ivas :alien 

> . .  
towards a more specialized handicraft and centralized prodnctaon iii a growlcg 
manuEacturing cenrre. 'B'hese icleas were dominant Bsenveern ca. 1752 and 1770. 
After 1770 anotheli a t t e q t  was made r3 establish contac1 Secixeeil the manufac- 
r~nres a d  the . neople - in the rural areas a i d  co inSuefice rheir ~>vool processi:ag. The 
macv,fa.cr~~res were to be run as cerxres for specialized l~r~illoi14edge i~ the te:idk 
handicrafrs in Reykjavik and, at the same time, service the resr o c h e  ceLintiJT. The 
plaia -cas co spread hourledge of rzenr produccloc metl~ods i-hough people who 
moved to the rurd areas, having gained htowiedge through workjiag in the onac7J- 
factures and, !ater, by founding smnall farm mai~ufacti~res thae would co-opeyate 
with the central mz-nu.factnres in ReY1ija~,iTlik. This was mainly si_nccess6~! In 
spreading ho~~,deied~e aboiut metl~ods 111 spinning, al:llough it took 43nger than 
anticipated. Crafismen in weaving irrho wanted to es~a'olish ther  ocva smdl inant!- 
factures before 1770, were not supported hy the authori~ies aad met resistance 
from [he &rectors oirtbe Privilege?. Iceiandic Company as v~el1. A s ~ ~ d l  a;_rri:~ker of 
h r m  n~anufactures were established in the 1769's ancl 4 770's bp shareholders of 
rhe company that co-operated with the nanufacrrrres in Re$cj~-vLvik. f he dewlap- 
rnen.t offarm ma~~ufact~ures afier 2770 requires close; study. 

, " P I Comparfsoi. vv~th ~ l ~ e  Ta~~fact~:~ing p o k y  in Dermark sP?_o;x:s thz: che pre- 
. ,  \railing view. in Danisis research is that the most iixi;rei-iani objec1:ive efthe nianu- 

f2.ccu~Ing policy in Cenr~ark  Troper ~vas ro achieve aposiiive 6almi-r oflrade aal:dL 
to escabiish new w-arkizg-places :or vagrants anci rhc p o x  Ir is possible to discer? 

. , 

aspects of rhese roles in coil~ecrioii with the Iceianiic mai;uErccures rao, especna!- 
,. - Ey the central ones in Re~rkja~r:k, t Ex authorities e!~~phasizeci that the productio-2 

of the inaiaufzct?nres sho3.ld be according to geed \.?richin c:le cos:-mcr.y and Llse 
should be made of Icelandic raBxi =aceriaks as as possiSie, The idc; be&+!:d t!~: 

, .  e .. 
rucniiag cf the sn-caiied world~ocses in Penmark can also Le Lraced K;_ the QIS- 
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cussions. The general pcblic was supposed to learn to work effectively both in 
7 ~ :heir own interest, as well as that ofthe seare. Hovever, the poliiicd discussion also 

shows that the cenzrai idea was that the processing of wooiiens tizroughout the 
courlrry should change and become more effec~ive ivirh she help of the texdke 
maneahc:ures. The xan~afactures surely contributed to t~aining in handic~ajwith- 
i2 the textile industry but their main importa~nce was to be as instrumen~-s for 
s~ppo~tz~zgdomesticicp~odu!uctian in the u r d  areas. This aim was important when the 
wsrs:ed manmfzcture was established in B751 and became eveil more so after 
1770. O n  the -whole, one can postulate that this last objective was the single most 
important one in zhe Icelandic coratexr. I he ma:nufacturing policy in the state 
was, generally speahng, adaped to the different needs of the regions and the 
overail goal was the economic growth of the state. 
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Vfl~y the Scccss:on of NonvraY in 6905 &d nat Lead tou%~a 
EU~TL Edmg 

~ECESSIQN 1s THE .ACTION OF formdiy ~vithdravving from mei~beishlp in an orga- 
i~ization, associaoio~, or alliance. More specifically ir is a separation o fa  part of a 
state territory or a withdra-wal of a member state from an association of states. 
K7ith this concept definition, [he union dissolution beiveen Sweden and Nonvay 
in l305 is a secession of the later, iveaker itnd. The union was an association of 
two staTes from xi\~Ricb ehe xemher state No17va>7 wirhdrew 't7ei-y often, secessions 
iead eo war. Yet, the S ~ ; ~ e d i ~ h - N o ~ ~ ~ e p i a n  union was disrnanded. peaceLdly. TYJhy 
was this the case? 

Among the facro;s militating for peace was: the peacefvPiness of the common 
royal family no rnenaciilg grea1 power intervention, the Gonfederatiog's iack of 
historical legitimacy no borderliile disputes, no locked-in minorities, little ecoino- 
~aaic il~terconl~ectedness, Nosvvregian unity and Swedish disunity, and poiiticd 
~visdsm and bo!dness of such leaders as Christian iklichelsen, Ghi-istan Lunde- 
berg, and Karl Sta& 
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Yriends t3 be trusted? hmericm i.egistrat!oa 01? opi3iomi darzng &e Second 
v[rorL2 l$va-" 
G~nnar  Rdcha~d>on 

IN THE NATIONAL ARCHITIES IN T4Vashi~~gton, D C, (or more exactly: 122 Maryland) 
there is a document to be found entitled ?ersons Friendly to the Alies in Sweden. 
3: contains a register of 205 more or less ii~el!-~ornin Swedes. They are divided 
into 13 different categories, e.g. editors, professors, governnaent ofscia!s, a~ithors, 
ciergyrnen, ofscers and Jevrs, 

Among other things, the information about tile individual persons refers to 
age, occupation, polirical views and zrritudes towards dernocraq Nazism and the 
Idles. The political opinon is thus accounted for 80% ofthe persons by means of 
the following perceientages distribution: Social Democrats 5896, Liberais 20%, 
Cosnm~anists 12% and Consel-vatives 8%. The dominance of the political Lefi is 
obvious as w l i  as the Few representatives of the Right, and the total absence of 
members from the Farmers' Union. For many of the persons on the lisr there are 
special nores concen-ning their attitudes ~ormrds the fighriilg parties in <Re Second 
World War, (e.g. "anri-Nazi", "against the Nazis", "acsive in anti-Nazi propagan- 
da", "pro-Allied.", "for the Alles") or den-nocracy (e.g. "pro-democrat" or "demo- 
crat"). The attirude to democracy is the prime concern. 

For nvo of the Swedish Cabinet Ministers there are sensaciond notes. Accor- 
ding to the text in the Prime Miniszer, Per Abiri i3ansson, 4s "an anti-Nazi and 
suoposed;p for the Allies, but his acci7:ities &ring the present war have been predi- 
cared slpon the conviction that the h i s  had wan the war alreadj:'. The informa- 
;ion about the Minister of Deknce, Per Edvilrira Skdd, has the following wording: 
"He is for the Allies and h t i -Nsz i ;  bur he has been so busy supporting the neu- 
traIiry policy thar he is no longer regarded as a reliable friend ofwestern democi-a- 
cy 7/'. 

These statements are so amazing ohat there is reason for ashiing if they are to be 
taken in earnest. According to my opinion, hmveve; thep are. Firstly they are 
parts of i serious document devoid 05' any propagandic or provocative purposes; 
they have not been used in public context. Secocdiv, i; should be obsen-\red thst 
the statements cocsist of judgemen= made by the staff of the Americar Embassy; 

hey cannot, of course, be used to find out the avo ministers real opinions. 
T 
1 he next point at issue in the analysis touches the question how to explair, the 

statemenrs. As a ba~ l<~round  to the va'uacion oEMtr. Sk6:d it is i~aturd  to nctice 
his assertion about the ivar in March 1941. Then he declared that Sweden had no 
interest in a victory for any of the belligerent states, char it shoud be best with "an 
agreement- wtliorrt anybodies' submission" - en clair a compromise ~vi th  Iditler 
still inz power. 

Concerning rhe statement that Sweden had acted as iSThe A-~is wogid already 
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have w n  the warj it is necessary to Look as some ingredients in the Sivedish fo- 
reign po!icy 1940-42,1101 so merch the policy of appeasemel~t In the .form of the 

- .  
S \ct_,'is -,.CL . -...- udnsir traffic coi~cessions to Germany ~ ~ h i c i ~  had. beer-, fort-d cpon Swe- 
den, beit a volunrary benevolent arritude towards Nazi-Germany, This attitude 
was demonstrated. 

0 in che rota! iack 35 crir;i&:sn toxrards the Nazi-regime and the German w2r 

po l i c~~  - rhe war was regarded as a controversv benveel: ?.he great powers and . d 

not as an ideological struggle between democracy and cSictatorshi~. 
in the estensiire ~ / o i u n t a ~ ~  ccrinricts between S-weden and Xzzi-Gerrnara;,7; 
among orhers many studj7 tours to i7~rious military estabiishments and nth- 
er contacts in the cultural and athletic areas. 
in the Swedish proposal for a settlement hi- Feace berween Germzny and 
Great Bricain in the summer of 1940. It is impossible ro understand h i s  
initiative as a hope or a desire to make Great Britain continue the war in 
order ro defeat the nazi-regime. The Swedish goverlarnent wanted peace - 
even at the price o f r h  defeat of denlocracj~ in Europe. [t act& as if Germa- 
RI)' had won i-he war - just as Et was nored about the Prime hdinlster, Per 
Abin  Hansson. 

7-1- i ieie ~ 1s ' still a task to be carried our for historical research, namehjr to peiietrare 

and esp!ain \;hv the Second. VVorld 'Was, during ohe filrst years, was merely regzr- 
ded by Swedish politicians as a conflict benveen she great powers and not an 
ideologicd life-and-dearh struggle for democ:-acy and for a life cchrzracterized by 
hi~manstic values. 

The document is -with due - copied, The copy is avai!zble ac 

Gothe~lerrg's University Library 
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The Road from Pi~~schvdtz, Xepresentans of the T-iolocaaest a ~ d  &he pas- 
sible connections between then ad, no% 
UJfZande~ 

IN NIGHT AND FOG, OXE of the Crst documentaries on the Holocaust, the director 
AJan Xesnais and the scriprn~riter Jean Cayrol, tried to cap:ure the horrors of rhe 
HoPocarns:. In "The Road from Auschwitz", this 5lm is the starting point for an -. 

analysis of the aepresentations of tine Holocaust. Or' special interest besides Night 
dizd_l?og are ppicrures a d  symbo!ic images of the Wolocausr and the paradigmatic 
icfluence from the early British and h e r i c a f i  phorogrzphs an$ films taken I945 
in nev~iy liberated concentration camps in Germany. People could wish th,' ell' ovrn 
eyes see the consequences o_c'rhe nad racid policy. These films and photos set the 
standard for how newspaper photographers have described modern hunan  cata- 
strophes in f'or example former Yugoslavia. 

The article deals with the reiuctance to remember <he Holocaust thar prevailed 
in Europe and USA uncil the 1970's. An illuminating exannple is the German 
effort to rry to banish l'a.7ight and Fog from <he Cannes film festival in 1955. A 
couple of years hater the same film \\Tas censored in Svreden after a joint decision 
from the Prcductlon Company and the Skvedish censorship. The main reason was 
a concern for rhe audience. It should preferabiy be spared f:om scenes like those 
from she concencrarion camps. The documentary remained cut until it became 
partofithe Swedish information campaign Liviag History (Levande historiz) anu' 
its movie package "Bilden av FGrintelsen" thirty years Later. 

Serious doccmeriearies and movies as 7~e11 as literature and other artistic repre- 
sentations can contribute :o a better u~derstanding of whar happened 134145 .  
On she other hand plcrures and images from rhe concentrarion and exoermina- 
tlon camps can result in an out distance from the Holocausr. It becomes too hard 
for the audience ta deal with it. h o t h e r  dilemma is that some pictures appear so 
often that they gee overexploited. But despite ~hese risks it is most important :l121 
we Learn to araiyse and discuss b o ~ h  authentic and fiction& representations of the 
Holocaust. 

h-other  aspect rhat is dealt with is h e  increasing political interest for the 1;io:o- 
caust and the so-called transfer effect. An implicit starting-point is often that we 
could learn fiom the past, so that the HoPosaust wi71 not be repeated in the future. 
This is however a position &at is very problematic. Numerous scholars have for 
exanlpie claimed that the Holocaust is unique because it is wit-hout references to 
contemporary 'or present sitsaacions. PJP investigation of some of :he difkrena- 
Lnds of materid from <he Living History-pmject shows a12 unwiiliazgness to deal 
with this complex problem. 
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IN THIS ARTICLE THE ~"LIUFHOR reviews a book, Sitiskd unde~s~k~zz?zgar i LZibull- 
qjtens histaria, by Xoif Arvidsson 2nd Hans Aarsleff~ It is arlSued thzi the book's 
main thesis, tha; there is an influence from !oseph SCdier to Rauritz lYJeibuii, n a y  
be true, but- in all main subsranee ir has bee11 advanced eariie;. by Ar~idsson. In 
part (as regards the irnp~rtance of 'construcrion' in T.Xieibu4?'s concept of historical 
'Wisser,schaft') it is rnistakenz and the poienric against earlier resexeh is thus not at 

dP convincing. The article ft~rther shows thzt IF ~wrnid have been worchvhile to 
deepen oxt the problem to the issue of professional reorientadon. 
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