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Det svenska sprdket har unika mojligheter att skapa
nya ord genom sammanfogning av befintliga. Ett sadant
exempel dr spyboll, den term som anvdnds for att
beskriva de klumpar av osmalt foda — mest har, ben,
fjadrar eller rester av insekter — som olika faglar stéter
upp. Mest ként dr de stora spybollar som ugglor och
rovfaglar producerar, men faktum &r att valdigt ménga
fagelarter stoter upp spybollar dagligdags. Skarvar, hag-
rar, krékor - ja till och med rédhakar och rédbenor.
Mitt eget forhallande till spybollar har fram till

nyligen varit svalt. Jag har for all del sttt pa nagon
boll da och da i filt, men inte dgnat dem sarskilt stor .~ A COMPLETE
uppmirksamhet. Hellre vingband &n spyboll, sa att \ ‘- . PHOTOGRAPHIC GUIDE
sdga. Men i fjolsommar pabdrjade en student ett kan- »
didatarbete pa dngshokens Circus pygargus fodoval . T Mf%

pa Oland, dir ett stdrre antal spybollar samlades in

for undersokning. Med hjilp av dngshoksexperter i M ’ {;’\

Nederldanderna klassificerades sedan bytesresterna till

art- eller slaktniva. . W &t @ Z
ligen k k helt och héllet foku- e 4 ﬁ —\’, »
Nyligen kom det ut en bok som helt och hallet foku M s

serar pa spybollar, Bird Pellets: A Complete Photographic m
LA

Guide, av forfattaren Ed Drewitt. Boken inleds med en # PELAGIC e—:f “7" ED DREWITT
praktisk del som beskriver vad en spyboll &r och hur
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Ageing pellets

Many pellets are very delicate. When first regurgitated they are wet and soft, often
coated in mucus and easily disintegrate. Small songbird pellets are more prone to
falling apart, especially when fresh. As pellets dry out some become more brittle and
will fall apart, while others will adhere together more easily. Those of cormorants
and shags may dry hard like glue and be easy to handle. Pellets full of animal fur
or feathers will hold together well and expand as they dry out. Older pellets will
often reveal their contents as the outer layers decay and fall away.

‘The Barn Owl Conservation Handbook and the Barn Owl Trust website provide
photos of the different stages of the decay of barn owl pellets in a sheltered roost
or nest site, from a fresh pellet to one that has been lying there for 30 months or
longer (Barn Owl Trust 2012).

These two pellets are old and weathered, revealing their contents more clearly rather
than being wrapped up in hair, feathers and mucus. The first pellet reveals a matrix of
frog bones, while the contents in the second pellet (collected by Jason Fathers) are
made up of fishbones.

The scattered bones of small
& mammals, all that remain of

j barn owl pellets that have
largely rotted away.

EXEMPELUPPSLAG. Inledningen av boken gér igenom exempelvis dldersbestdmning av spybollar.
— The introductory part deals, among other things, with how the age of a bird pellet can be assessed.

man kénner igen dem. Det ges ocksa en detaljerad
beskrivning av hur man gér till viga ndr man ska dis-
sekera dem, och hur man kan gora det till en aktivitet
for skolor och universitet. Sedan foljer en fotoguide till
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spybollar fran ett antal arter, framst fran ugglor och rov-
faglar, men ocksé krakfaglar, masar och térnor, skarvar
och hédgrar - och négra enstaka exempel frdn mindre
faglar som kungsfiskare och tornskator. Urvalet praglas
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Owl pellet

Cusped teeth - like tiny

Zig-zag patterned
teeth and gap mountain peaks - and
between front teeth gap between front

and cheek teeth teeth and cheek teeth

o

Continuous Two rooted First upper Lower jawbone  Notched front Tiny skull. Large skull
tooth. tooth. molarhas four  >16.5mm and teeth. First First upper and lower
. root holes. first front teeth  upper molar molar has five jawbones.
Field vole Bank vole No notched 1.45-1.65mm has three root holes. Compared to
(Page 138) (Page 141) front teeth. thick. root holes. Harvest <o ;n’:;t;; ::::1:
Wood mouse  Yellow-necked House mouse i
house (Page 156)  fidged leeth
(Page 149) (Page 152) di ‘:.” B
(Page 154) istinct cusps.
Brown rat
(Page 158)

Sharp
red-tipped teeth
with no gaps
between teeth

) E R T,

Five unicuspid  Tiny skull. Five  Similar size or

teeth; 3rd unicuspid slightly larger
smaller than teeth; 3rd than common
2nd. Lower larger than shrew. Only
incisors have 2nd. Lower four unicuspid
four ‘bumps’ incisorshave  teeth. Smooth
or cusps. four'bumps’  lower incisors.
or cusps.
Common ps Water shrew
shrew Pygmy shrew
il (Page 180)
(Page 176) (Page 178)

EXEMPELUPPSLAG. En betydande del av boken utgors av bestamningsnycklar och fotografiska guider, har en Gversiktsnyckel for gnagarkakar.
— A significant part of the book contains identification keys and photographic guides; here an overview key for rodent jaws.
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av forfattarens hemvist i Storbritannien, men fungerar
dven for oss i Skandinavien. Den sista delen av boken ar
en vigledning till hur man kan artbestdmma bytesrester
i spybollar. Ett rikt fotomaterial och nycklar ger ldsaren
mojlighet att knyta bytesrester till olika taxonomiska
grupper och i flera fall ner till artniva. Boken behand-
lar smé daggdjur (t. ex. sorkar, mdss, ndbbméss), vissa
faglar, men dven fiskar, grodor och &versiktligt vissa
evertebrater.

Genomgaende mirks det en tydlig strimma av for-
fattarens glddje infor spybollar, en upptickargladje som
ocksé smittar av sig till Iasaren. Men det &r ocksa en kon-
kret och rikt illustrerad guide pa hur man kénner igen och
studerar spybollar - s& pass noggrann att vem som helst
kan gora ett forsok. Pa grund av det breda angreppssit-
tet ar det hér en bok som platsar i mangas bokhyllor och
som jag tror kan vara till nytta pa utbildningssidan allt
fran grundskola till gymnasium och universitet.

English summary

There is a typical pattern in the Swedish language to
create new words by combining existing ones. One such
example is spyboll, “vomit-ball’, for pellet, i.e. lumps of
undigested food—mostly hair, bones, feathers or remains
of insects—that various birds regurgitate and dispose of.
Most famous are the large pellets that owls and birds of
prey produce, but the fact is that very many bird species
throw up pellets on a daily basis. Cormorants, herons,
crows—but also robins and redshanks.

My own relationship with pellets has until recently
been rather lukewarm. I've certainly come across a pel-
let every now and then in the field but haven't paid them
much attention. But last summer, a student started a
Bachelor’s thesis on the food selection of the Montagu’s
Harrier Circus pygargus on Oland, where a large number
of pellets were collected for examination. With the help
of Montagu's Harrier experts in the Netherlands, the prey
remains were then classified to species or genus level.

Recently, a book was published that focuses entirely
on bird pellets: Bird Pellets - A Complete Photographic
Guide, by author Ed Drewitt. The book begins with a
practical part that describes what pellets are how to
recognize them. There is also a detailed description
of how to go about dissecting them, and how to make
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it an activity for schools and universities. Then follows
a photo guide to bird pellets from a number of species,
mainly from owls and birds of prey, but also corvids, gulls
and terns, cormorants and herons—and a few examples
from smaller birds such as kingfishers and shrikes. The
selection is characterized by the author’s residence in the
UK, but also works for Scandinavia. The last part of the
book is a guide to how to determine the species of prey
remains in pellets. A wealth of photographic material and
keys give the reader the opportunity to link prey remains
to different taxonomic groups, and in several cases down
to species level. The book deals with small mammals (e.g.
voles, mice, shrews), some birds, but also fish, frogs, and
at a synoptic level some invertebrates.

Throughout, the author’s excitement for bird pellets
is evident, a joy of discovery that also rubs off on the
reader. But the book is also a concrete and richly illus-
trated guide on how to recognize and study bird pellets,
so accurate that anyone can make an attempt. Because of
its broad approach, this book would suit many a birder’s
bookshelf, and I believe it will be useful in education as
well, in elementary school, high school, and university.
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