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CLAS HERMANSSON is one of the co-authors of a paper
in this volume of Ornis Svecica (Nilsson & Hermansson
2021), one of many articles that he has written in dif-
ferent ornithological journals over the years. However,
as the first Common Cranes Grus grus arrived at Lake
Hornborgasjon this spring on their migratory journey
back from their winter quarters, the sad news reached
us: Clas Hermansson had passed away at the age of 73
after a period of illness.

The Common Cranes at Lake Hornborgasjon were
one of Clas’ favourite interests. During decades he,
together with Alf Karlsson, was responsible for the
counting of the cranes in the spring and during the
autumn. Over the years, large amounts of data were
collected on his initiative. This did not only cover the
cranes at their stop-over at Lake Hornborgasjon, but
also general knowledge about the behaviour and habits
of this species. His interests, however, were wider than
this and also covered the cranes from an international
perspective, including an engagement in the recurring
European Crane Working Group conferences. Some
years ago, his knowledge about our cranes resulted in
a beautiful book about the cranes at Lake Hornbor-

gasjon, published by the Lake Hornborgasjon Bird
Observatory (Hermansson & Karlsson 2013), which
rapidly sold out.

Clas was raised in the region of Vastergotland and
initially active in the birding club in Skévde, and one of
the initiators and editors of GRUS, presently the member
magazine of Vastergotlands ornitologiska forening. He
was engaged in the restoration of Lake Hornborgasjon
in the 1990s, and did—together with a number of other
enthusiasts—form the Lake Hornborgasjon Bird Obser-
vatory in 1983. The bird observatory continues to this
day to organise bird census efforts, bird ringing, and
other biological surveys to document the development of
the lake. Clas had valuable contacts within the research
community, related to cranes and waterfowl, and espe-
cially within the field of goose population management.

In addition to this, Clas organised and implemented
important bird census projects also in other parts of the
country, especially on the island of Gotland in the Baltic
Sea, where he settled in recent years. He maintained his
commitment for the cranes and their breeding and migra-
tion patterns, and further added anything from surveys
of overwintering Common Blackbirds Turdus merula to
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Clas Hermansson watching migrating terns and waterfowl, Faludden, Gotland, 2019. Photo: Lotta Berg.
Clas Hermansson spanar efter strickande tarnor och sjéfaglar, Faludden, Gotland, 2019. Foto: Lotta Berg.

seabird counts and censusing of nocturnal birds. He was References
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Clas was a very knowledgeable, meticulous, persistent,

Stora Karls6, a magnificent bird island in the Baltic Sea.

and kind birder, and we will miss him immensely.
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Svensk version

Clas Hermansson ar medforfattare till en av artiklarna
i denna argdng av Ornis Svecica (Nilsson & Hermans-
son 2021), en av manga artiklar som han skrivit i olika
ornitologiska tidskrifter genom &ren. Men nér varens
forsta tranor Grus grus i ar anlande till Hornborgasjon
naddes vi av sorgebudet att Clas Hermansson efter
en tids sjukdom har gatt bort vid en alder av 73 ar.
Tranorna vid Hornborgasjon var ett av Clas riktigt
stora intressen. Under manga artionden svarade han
for tranrakningarna var och host tillsammans med Alf
Karlsson. Méangder med vardefulla data har genom Clas
forsorg samlats in genom aren. Da handlar det inte
endast om de rastande tranorna utan om arten i vidaste
bemirkelse. Engagemanget var emellertid bredare dn
sa och omfattade dven internationella tranfragor, inte
minst genom Clas engagemang i de aterkommande
europeiska trankonferenserna. Clas kunskaper om vara
tranor resulterade for nagra ar sedan i en mycket vacker
bok om tranorna vid Hornborgasjén, som gavs ut av
Hornborgasjons filtstation (Hermansson & Karlsson
2013) och snabbt sdldes slut.

Clas var vastgote och darfor lange aktiv i Skévde
fagelklubb och en av initiativtagarna till tidskriften
GRUS samt dven dess redaktor fram till att den efter
ett tiotal ar togs 6ver av den nybildade Skaraborgs
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lans ornitologiska forening med ny redaktor. Clas
engagerade sig i arbetet infor Hornborgasjons res-
taurering pa 9o-talet, och bildade tillsammans med
andra entusiaster Hornborgasjons faltstation som or-
ganiserade fagelinventeringar, ringmarkning och andra
biologiska undersékningar som skulle dokumentera
sjons utveckling. Clas knot vardefulla kontakter inom
forskarvirlden, vad giller tranor, simfaglar och inte
minst inom omrédet som handlar om férvaltning av
stora gaspopulationer.

Utover detta hann Clas med att organisera och ge-
nomfora viktiga ornitologiska inventeringsprojekt dven
iandra delar av landet - inte minst pa Gotland déar han
bosatte sig pé senare ar. Dar fortsatte han att engagera
sig i tranorna och deras hidcknings- och flyttvanor,
och dartill i allt fran koltrastinventeringar till sjotégel-
rakningar och nattfagelinventeringar. Han var mycket
aktiv vad géller fagelfaunan pa Stora Karlsd, denna
fantastiska figelklippa i Ostersjon.

Ar 2009 tilldelades Clas Hermansson BirdLife Sve-
riges amatorforskningspris for sin gdrning inom svensk
ornitologi. Clas var en mycket kunnig, noggrann, envis
och vénlig fagelskadare, och vi kommer att sakna ho-
nom mycket.
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