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The appearance of the white
primary patch in adult Swedish
males of the Common Nightjar
Caprimulgus europaeus

ROLAND ASTELING & ANNE STRANDBERG

In the family Caprimulgidae it is not uncommon to
have a white primary patch, especially among
males. The Common Nightjar is one of the species
where the males show this plumage detail. Appar-
ently, the patch has a sexual function during court-
shipand other similar display activities. Thepatchis
formed by white markings on the distal parts (about
50 mm from thetip) of primaries (rarely 7), 8, 9 and
10, numbered descendantly. Accordingto thelitera-
ture the size of this patch variesin a cline over the
species range (through nearly thewholemiddleand
southern parts of the Palearctic region). Thepatchis
reported to besmall inthewest of theareaand larger
eastwards. Thethree outer primaries (8-10) all have
whiteontheinner web. What seemsto differ, among
popul ationsand subspeciesover therange, isif there
existsany whiteonthe outer websof p8-p9 and even
the amount of white.

We are conducting a study of museum material
that will deal withthisissuein alarger geographical
context (Asteling & Strandberg in prep.). In this
paper we will only describe the issue and comment
ontheinformation giveninthe new “ standard hand-
books’. Weal so describethe appearanceof thepatch
of birds breeding on the Swedish west coast and
point to some inconsistencies with the information
given in the handbooks of Cramp (1985), Glutz &
Bauer (1980) and Fry et al. (1988), and the recent
family monograph on Caprimulgidae and allies by
Cleere & Nurney (1998).

Sudy area and materials

We are conducting a field-study of breeding Com-
mon Nightjars in the surroundings of Varberg, a
town situated about 80 km south of Gothenburg on
the Swedish west coast. During the three season of
1996-98 we trapped 30 Common Nightjars and of
them 21 adult males. One male was trapped in two
different seasons.

Tocatchthebirdsweused anordinary taperecord-
er withatapethat included both songand wingclaps.
The volume was regulated to sound like a normal
Nightjar in strength or alittle bit stronger. The tape
recorder was usually placed in alittletree or hanged
on a branch that could be likened with a song post.
Threeto four mist netswere placed around the tape
recorder. No decoy or other dummy was used. We
started the tape recorder around sunset just before
the first Nightjars started to sing. The birds seemed
most interested and were most likely to be caught
between dusk and midnight. Thewhite markingson
primaries8and 9 of each trapped malewere careful-
ly described verbally into a dictaphone and repro-
duced asprecisely aspossible (infull scaleonapre-
designed sketch of thewing patch areaof p8and p9;
see Figure 1 for an example).

Results

All birdscaught were breeding birdsand weare sure
that no migrants were involved. The different cate-
gories of white markings among our birds are ex-
plained below and shownin Figure2. Thefrequency
of each category isshowed in Table 1. All birds had
whiteontheinner web of primary 8-10, reaching the
shaft on at least p8 and p9. No bird had white on the
outer web of pl0. We categorised our birds as
follows:

A: White reached over the whole outer web of
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Figure 1. Sketchof primary 8 and 9 of theright wing. a= outer
web, b = shaft, ¢ = inner web.

Skiss av handpenna 8 och 9 pa hoger vinge. a= ytterfan, b=
spole, ¢ = innerfan.

primaries 8 and 9 and joined the white on the inner
webs, and a band was created on both primaries.

B: White reached over the whole outer web of
primary 8 andjoined thewhite ontheinner web, and
aband was created on the primary. A white spot on
the outer web of primary 9 that did not reached the
shaft.

C: White reached over the whole outer web of
primary 8 andjoined thewhiteontheinner web, and
aband was created on the primary. No white on the
outer web of primary 9.

D: A white spot on the outer web of both primary
8 and 9 that did not reached the shaft.

E: A whitespot onthe outer web of either primary
8 or 9 that did not reached the shaft.

F: Nowhitemarkingson the outer websof prima-
ry 8or 9.

The male that was trapped in two different sea-
sons had awing patch that looked the same at both
occasions. Asapeculiarity, onebird had awhitespot
ontheinner web of primary 7 (abirdin category C).
Thisfeatureisnot mentionedin Crampetal. (1985),
Glutz & Bauer (1980) or Fry et al. (1988) but is
noticed by Cleere & Nurney (1998, see below)

Discussion

Wetakeit for granted that the authors/editors of the
handbooks mentioned above have studied earlier
work and weare also aware of thefact that erroneous
information can be “inherited”. Cleere & Nurney
(1998) seemsto have made their own investigations
for thedescriptions. They mention the spot on prima-
ry 7 (rare) but fail to mention that the nominate
subspeci esdoes, at | east sometimes, havesomewhite
on the outer web of primary 8 and/or 9. We have not
made a thorough literature search so far.

A comparison of our results with the descriptions
in the “standard handbooks” raises afew questions.
Cramp et al. (1985) describesthewing patchin adult
male as; “large rounded-triangular patch of whiteon
inner web of p8-pl10”. They further mention that:
“rarely (1 of 35 west European birds examined),
white of p8-p9 forms broad band across both webs
(thismorecommonineasternraces)”. Glutz & Bauer
(1980) described adult maleas: “ auf Handschwingen
9 und 8 greift er nicht selten auf die Aussenfahne
Uber”. Fry et al. (1988) mentioned that white existed
“very rarely” onthe outer web of p8and p9 (but they
included theeastern subspeci esplumipesandlumped
it with the nominate subspecies). Our interpretation
of thisis that at least most birds (of the nominate
subspecies) do not have white markings on the outer
web of primaries 8 and 9 according to the literature.
In our material 33% had broad white bands over the
entire outer primaries and only 14% looked as de-
scribed by Cramp et al. (1985) for western European
birds. Therest of the birds (53%) had an appearance
that must be considered intermediate. Theresultisa
little more in phase with the description in Glutz &
Bauer (1980). This means that 86% of our birds had
more or lesswhite on the outer web of primary 8 and/
or 9andthisisinstrong contradictiontotheinforma
tion given by Cramp (1985), Glutz & Bauer (1980),
Fry et al. (1988) and Cleere & Nurney (1998).

Since the white patch of the mal€e'stail apparently
grows to some extent with age (V. Peiponen in litt.)
it would be reasonable to assume that the same
applies to the wing patch. Since we only have one

Table 1. The number of Nightjars belonging to each category. See Figure 1 and the text for explanation.

Antalet nattskarror tillhérande varje kategori. Se Figur 1 och texten for forklaring.

Category Kategori A B

Number Antal 7 1

C D E F

5 1 4 3
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bird that has been recaptured in a later season (no
differencesbetween the seasons) itistoo early for us
to confirm if age has anything to do with thisissue.

If acline for the wing patch starts on the British
Isles(and if thedescription in Cramp et al.(1985) is
correct for western Europe, which seemsmost like-

ly), then, our resultsmight beconsideredtobeinline
with the theory that the cline exists.
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Figure 2. The classification into categories A—F of the white patch on primaries 8 and 9.

Klassificeringen i kategorierna A-F av den vita flacken pa handpennorna 8 och 9.

is contribution number 3 from Breared Ringing
Group.
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Sammanfattning

Den vita handpenneflackens utseende hos adulta
svenska nattskarrehannar

Hannen hos vér vanliga nattskarra har en flack som
bildas av vitateckningar padeyttretre handpennor-
na (omkring 50 mm fran spetsen). Flacken varierar
over artens utbredningsomrade. Den &r liteni vastra
delen och blir storre sterut. Vad som skiljer, bland
populationer och raser, & om det finns nagot vitt pa
ytterfanen och &ven méangden vitt p& handpennorna
(hp) 8-9. Vi haller pamed en studie som kommer att
behandladennasakii ett stérre geografiskt samman-
hang (Asteling & Strandberg in prep.). | denna
uppsats vill vi bara beskriva saken och ge en kom-
mentar till informationen som gesi de storre stan-
dardverken. Vi vill ocksd beskriva utseendet av
flacken hosfaglar fran svenskavastkusten och peka
pa avvikelser fran den gangse litteraturen.

Vi studerar nattskarror i Varbergstrakten. Under
aren 1996-98 har vi ringmarkt 21 adulta hannar.
Flacken pa de fangade hannarna beskrevs omsorgs-
fullt paen diktafon och avritades mycket nogai full
skala pa en fordesignad skiss; se Figur 1. Faglarna
deladesini olikakategorier, som beskrivsnedan och
i Figur 2, beroende pa hur flacken sag ut. Antalet
individer i varje kategori visasi Tabell 1.

A: Vitt pa hela ytterfanet pa handpenna 8 och 9,
som da bildade ett band pa b&da pennorna med
innerfanet.

B: Vitt pAhelaytterfanet pd handpenna 8, som da
bildade ett band p& pennan med innerfanet. En vit
flack pa ytterfanet av handpenna 9 som inte nadde
skaftet.

C: Vitt pa helaytterfanet p& handpenna 8, som da
bil dadeett band pa pennan medinnerfanet. Inget vitt
pa ytterfanet pa handpenna 9.

D: Envit flack paytterfanet pabade handpenna8
och 9 som inte nadde skaftet.

E: Envit flack paytterfanet pdantingen handpen-
na 8 eller 9 som inte n&dde skaftet.

F: Inget vitt paytterfanen pa handpenna8 eller 9.

En jamforel se med standardverken medfor en del
frégetecken. Vér tolkning av Cramp (1985), Cleere
& Nurney (1998), Glutz & Bauer (1980) och Fry
m.fl. (1988) & att de flesta hannar inte har vitt pa
ytterfanen av hp 8 och 9. | vart material hade 86%
mer eller mindre vitt pa ytterfanet av hp 8 och/eller
9. Endast 14 % s&g ut som det beskrivs i Cramp
(1985) for vasteuropei skaféglar. | nformati onen som
ges i standardverken & valdigt avvikande vid en
jamforelse med vért material.
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Om det nu finnsen klin nér det géller handpenne-
flacken, som borjar pa Brittiska Garna (och om
beskrivningen i Cramp (1985) &r riktig for vastra
Europa), dakan vararesultat varaett led i teorin att
flacken blir storre Osterut.

Roland Asteling & Anne Srandberg, Morangatan
28, S432 38 Varberg, Sveden
E-mail: roland.asteling@telia.com

Nordliga gransangaren
Phylloscopus collybita abietinusi
Kris?
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Inledning

Nar vi fagel skédare &r utei markernablir vi forr eller
senare hungriga. Datar vi fram kaffetermosarna ur
véra stolryggsackar. Sitta pa marken, det & lange
sedan vi slutade med det. N&r sedan den vérsta
hungern har stillatsbrukar samtal et ofelbart halkain
paamnet “ Vilkafégelarter har blivit ovanligareeller
vilkasesi storreantal &n normalt?*. Séllan &r vi helt
overens, men en art som de flesta anser ha minskat
i antal sedan 1970-talet & gransangaren. Min nyfi-
kenhet vaknade, och jag bestémde mig for att under-
stka saken med hjélp av de inventeringar som &r
gjordai Norrbotten. Jag analyserar och kommente-
rar de inventeringar som & gjorda inom Svensk
hackfageltaxering 1975-98 och ringmarkningssta-
tistiken frén Haparanda Sandskars fagel station. Jag
jamfor ocksa resultaten med de som presenteras i

Gransangaren &r spridd i hela Europa utom pa
Oarna Island, Sardinien och Kreta. | en stor del av
sodra Spanien och mellersta Europa & arten sdll-
synt. Grova uppskattningar sager att det finns ca 16
miljoner gransdngare i Europa. De tataste popula-
tionerna finns i vastra, centrala och dstra Europa,
over 10000 par per 2500 km?. | Skandinavien &r
popul ationen uppskattad till 6ver 2000 par per 2500
km2. Dessa uppgifter & hamtade ur Hagemeijer &
Blair (1997).

| Europa & arten for nérvarande uppdelad i sex
raser (Svensson 1992). Det & mgjligt att dagens
moderna forskning kommer att omkullkasta den
gamla art- och rasindelningen (t.ex. Hansson &





