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Autumnal singingand territoria-
lity in Common Redstart Phoeni-
curus phoenicurus

MILAN VOGRIN

The most common functions attributed to bird song
areterritory defence against other males, and female
attraction and stimulation during breeding (e.g.
McGregor 1991). Some hirds only sing for a short
period of time, when attracting mates (Catchpole
1980) or they sing longer and more complex songs
beforethey get mated (Hassel quist & Bensch 1991),
suggesting that the function of song is mate attrac-
tion. Other birds sing through the entire breeding
season (Jarvi et a. 1980), suggesting that song is
important in territory defence. These functions of
song are not mutually exclusive, although one may
be more important then the other, depending on the
species’ ecology, mating system and evolutionary
forces acting on individuals through sexual selec-
tion. Moreover, somepasserinessing asointhenon-
breeding season, e.g. during autumn. The autumnal
song islikely to be apreparation for breeding in the
subsequent year as was shown by Hegner & Wing-
field (1986) for House Sparrows Passer domesticus.
In this species the territorial activities in autumn
could enhance next year’'s breeding success. The
same explanation was recently suggested for au-
tumn territorial song in the Black Redstart Phoeni-
curus ochruros (Andersson 2001).

In this note | describe observations of autumnal
song in the Common Redstart Phoeni cur us phoeni-
curus, which has, according to literature data, not
been observed so far.

The observations took place on Dravsko polje
near the village Race in northeastern Sloveniaat an
altitude from 240 to 270 m, where the Common
Redstart is a regular but not so common breeder
(pers. obs.). Dravsko polje belongs to the Pannonic
phytogeographical area, theclimateismodified con-
tinental withameanannual rainfall of 2000 mm, and
amean temperature of 8°C. Detailed descriptions of
Dravsko poljeisgiven inVogrin & Vogrin (1999).

Till now | have collected two observations of
autumnal singing of Common Redstart. The bree-
ding season of Common Redstart in my study area
usually startedinmidApril andendedinthelast days
of July. Thefirst observation of autumnal song was
from 19 September 1995 when | observed a male
Common Redstart perching on a branch of an old
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Oak Quercus robur. On exactly this locality | had
earlierinthesameyear observed aterritorial malein
April and May and a pair with young in July. After
afew secondsthe male started singing almost likeit
does during the breeding season, although its song
was shorter. | checked the vicinity and | found
another male perching on a dead branch of Alnus
glutinosa about 30 m away. To my surprise, thefirst
male flew to the second one and started chasing the
rival, obviously out of his territory. When the first
male returned to his post, he started to sing again.

A second observation of autumnal song comes
froman old orchard closeto thevillagewhere apair
of Common Redstart was breeding in 2000. | obser-
ved a singing male in the morning hours of 29
September. Thesituation wasa most identical tothe
first observation. The male sang on an apple branch,
perching on sentinel positions, and when detecting
another male chasing the rival.

In both cases no females were detected in the
vicinity of the singing male. Moreover, on both
localitiesduring next summer, territorieswereoccu-
pied. However, since the maleswerenot ringed | do
not know if the males were the same as during
previous autumn.

Till now a period of singing in autumn has been
reported in several West Palearctic passerines, e.g.
Blackbird Turdus merula, Chiffchaff Phylloscopus
collybita, and Nuthatch Sitta europea (Snow 1958,
Hofmann & Gwinner 1963, Matthijsen & Dhondt
1983). Moreover, autumn singing was detected also
in the closely related Black Redstart Phoenicurus
ochruros asrecently reported by e.g. Glutz & Bauer
(1988), Schmidt (1992), Weggler (2000), and An-
dersson (2001). However, moreinteresting isthat so
far post-breeding territoriality intrue migratory spe-
cies has been described only in the Willow Warbler
Phylloscopus trochilus (see Lawn 1994). However,
since autumn territoriality can be hard to detect
(Lawn 1994), it is unclear how widespread thistrait
is among migratory passerines. According to my
observations of Common Redstarts it is clear that
somemigratory speciessing also during their migra-
tion and, moreover, hold a so temporary territories.
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Sammanfattning

SAng och revir under hosten hos rodstjart Phoeni-
curus phoenicurus

Sangens funktion hos faglar anses vara antingen
revirférsvar gentemot andra hanar eller attraktion
och stimulering av honor infér hackningen. Vissa
arter sjunger baraen kort period innan de bildar par
eller sunger en merakomplicerad sng fore an efter
parbildningen, ndgot som tyder paatt sdngens funk-
tion &r att attrahera en hona. Andra arter sjunger
under helahackningstiden, vilket tyder paatt sdngen
arviktigfor revirforsvaret. Menendel faglar sunger
&ven pa hosten, vilket foreslagits ha samband med
kommande &rs hackning. For grasparv har man
ocksa visat att reviraktivitet under hosten kan for-
stérka nasta ars hackningsframgang.

I denna rapport beskriver jag hostsdng hos rod-
stjart, ndgot som hittills inte forefaller rapporterat i
litteraturen. Observationerna gjordes i nordostra
Slovenien pa en niva mellan 240 och 270 m, dar
rodstjérten & en regel bunden men inte vanlig hack-
fagel. Klimatet har & modifierat kontinentalt med en
arsnederbord pa 1000 mm och en medeltemperatur
pa &tta grader.

Hittills har jag tva observationer. Den forsta ob-
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servationen gjordesden 19 september 1995. Dafann
jag en sungande rodstjarthane. Sangen liknade den
pavaren men var kortare. Jag kontrollerade omgiv-
ningen och fann enannan rodstj érthaneca30 mbort.
Till min dverraskning flog den forste hanenivag mot
den senare och borjadejagasinrival. Sedan &tervan-
de dentill sin sdngpost igen och fortsatte att sjunga.
Paexakt dennaplatshadejagtidigarei april ochmaj
noterat en revirhallande hane och sett ungar i juli.
Den andra observationen gjordes den 29 september
2000. Situationen var ndrmast identisk med den vid
denforstaobservationen. Aven dennagang upptéck-
te hanen en rival som den jagade. | ingenderafallet
s&gs ndgon hona.

Hostsang har noteratshosfleraarter, t.ex. koltrast,
gransdngare och nétvacka. Hostsang har ocksa re-
gistrerats hos den nérbesl&ktade svarta rodstjarten.
Hos arter som &r strikt flyttande i mitt omréde har
hostsang tidigare bara beskrivits for |6vsangaren.
Mina observationer visar nu att &ven rodstjarten
tillhor denna kategori.

Milan Vogrin, Zg. Hajdina 83 c, S-2288 Hajdina,
Sovenia. E-mail: milan.vogrin@guest.arnes.si

Kullsammanslagning hos gr dgas
Anser anser

HAKON PERSSON

Observationer av en gragaskull med 15 dunungar
vidAngarnsj0angen 1999 leddetill att Svante Soder-
holm fann “det ytterst troligt att 15-kullen inte be-
stod av sammanslagnakullar utan att den var en sann
kull i den bemérkelsen att &ggen ruvats och fram-
klackts av ett grégaspar, men att dggen i kullen
harstammade frantvaeller flerahonor” (Soderholm
2000). Henning Jensen betvivliade denna slutsats
och hévdade istéllet “at det ‘ekstremt’ store kuld
skyldes adoptioner af unger fraandre par, hvilket i
Utterdev Mose tilsyneladende er en helt normal
strategi i grégasens ynglebiologi” (Jensen 2000). |
genmdevidholl Soderholm (2001) sintidigare upp-
fattning, bland annat anférande: “ Trots att enstaka
fall av adoption finns beskrivet i litteraturen &r jag
tveksam till att det &r ett vanligt och utbrett beteende
hos gragas. Om sa vore fallet borde detta vara
vakéant och beskrivet i moderna handbdcker som
TheBirdsof Wester n Pal earctic (Cramp & Simmons





