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kloak uppét, medan hanen bara behdver sitta sig i
s&dan position p& honan att hans kloak kommer i
kontakt med hennes. Dettaforklarar troligen varfor
en hane men inte en hona med brutet ben kan
kopulera framgangsrikt.
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Tree Sparrow Passer montanus
freezing in the presence of a
Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

JOHAN LIND

Crypticbehaviour isacommon exampleof apassive
defence in animals enabling prey to reduce the
likelihood of being detected by a predator (e.g.
Edmunds 1974). One such common behaviour
enabling birds to be cryptic is freezing behaviour,
whichiscommonly exhibited by birdsinresponseto
the presence of a predator (Slater 1999).

A striking example of freezing behaviour in Tree
SparrowsPasser montanuswasobserved at Tovetorp
Zoological Research Stationin south-eastern Sweden
on 28 February 2002. | observed a Sparrowhawk
Accipiter nisus launching an attack, at 14.45 in the
afternoon, towards a feeding station located under-
neathabirchtreewhereGreat TitsParusmajor, Blue
Tits P. caeruleus, Tree Sparrows and Greenfinches
Carduelischloriswhereforaging. The Sparrowhawk
attack was not successful, and asaresult all birds at
thefeeder escaped apart fromone Tree Sparrow. Tits
and Tree Sparrowsescaped towardsprotective cover
approximately ten meters away whereas the Green-
finches escaped into midair and perched in a birch
tree some distance away. After the unsuccessful
attack the Sparrowhawk perched in the birch
approximately two metersaboveground well within
the branches keeping it quite concealed, and only
threemetersaway theremaining Tree Sparrow stayed
on top of one of the feeders. The Tree Sparrow
started to freeze when it detected the Sparrowhawk,
and it remained motionless in a crouching position
holding the body in ahorizontal stance. Ten minutes
later, at 14.55, thefirst bird, aGreat Tit, madethefirst
approach towardsthefeeder. Whenthetit wasflying
towards the feeder the Sparrowhawk took off and

214

interceptedit. After threetofour twistsand swirlsthe
hawk managed to catch the tit which tried to
outmanoeuvrethe hawk by turning back towardsthe
protective cover. The Sparrowhawk then flew into a
nearby forestwiththetitinitsfeet. The Tree Sparrow
wasstill freezing and therewereno other birdsat the
feeder. At 15.05Great Titsand BlueTitsflew intothe
top of thebirch tree, approaching thefeeding station
and the first birds started to feed at 15.10. Five
minutes|ater, at 15.15, theactivity wasnormal at the
feeding station with plenty of birds foraging. The
Tree Sparrow had remained motionless the whole
timeand it had not started to move yet. At 15.17 the
Tree Sparrow started to move its head and one
minutelater, 15.18, it flew down to the cl osest feeder
and resumed its feeding.

The Tree Sparrow froze for atotal of 32 minutes
and despite being perched only three meters away
from the sparrowhawk for ten minutes it avoided
detection. This could aso be explained by the
Sparrowhawk not having a completely clear view
towardsthe Tree Sparrow since some branches may
have obstructed the view in that direction.
Nevertheless, the freezing behaviour by the Tree
Sparrow was probably a very appropriate response
minimising the risk of being detected by the
Sparrowhawk. Thisbehaviour isalso often observed
asaresponsetoaarmcallsinbirds(Ficken& Witkin
1977, Ficken 1990) and it is aso often displayed
after predators disappear |eaving birds behind with
incomplete knowledge of the predator’s location
(Kullberg & Lind 2002).
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Sammanfattning
Pilfink Passer montanusfryser i nérvaroav sparvhok
Accipiter nisus

Att bete sig kryptisk & ett exempel pa en anti-
predatorstrategi hos bytesdjur som minskar sanno-
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likheten for bytesdjuret att bli upptéckt av en preda-
tor. | dennarapport beskriver jag ett sl dende exempel
pa hur ett bytesdjur kan undgé upptackt genom att
frysa (sitta absolut tilla).

Den 28 februari 2002, vid Tovetorps Zoologiska
Forskningsstation, Sormland, observerade jag en
sparvhok som attackerade fodosokande sméfaglar
vid stationens fagelmatning. Talgoxar, blamesar,
pilfinkar och gronfinkar flydde vid attacken vilken
blev misslyckad sa sparvhoken satte sig uppe i en
bjork rakt ovanfor fagelmatningen. Men en ensam
pilfink blev kvar paen av matstationernaungefar tre
meter fran den sittande sparvhoken. Vid attacken
fros pilfinken, det vill séga den blev absolut stilla.
Ungefar tiominuter efter sparvhokensattack aterkom
den forsta fégeln, en talgoxe, till matningen. N&r
talgoxenkommit ndgrameter intill matningen|&ttade
sparvhdken och accelererade snabbt och lyckades
fanga talgoxen som forsokte vanda tillbaka och
utmanovrerasparvhoken. Efter dennalyckadeattack
fl6g sparvhokenini den nérliggande skogen med sitt
byte och pilfinken fortsatte att frysa dér den satt.

Ornis Svecica 12 (2002)

Tjugo minuter efter den forsta sparvhoksattacken
borjadefaglarnadtervandatill toppenav bjorken och
efter cirka 25 minuter var aktiviteten normal vid
matningenigenmedfodosokandetal goxar, blamesar,
pilfinkar och gronfinkar, men den pilfink som suttit
stilla hela tiden fortsatte med detta ett par minuter
till. Efter ytterligare cirkatvaminuter borjade denna
pilfink forsiktigt rora pa huvudet och en minut
senares 6t densigtill deandrafaglarnaochfortsatte
med sitt fodosok. Den hade da suittit blickstillai 32
minuter och lyckats undkomma upptackt av
sparvhoken som satt bara tre meter ifrén pilfinken i
10 minuter. Dettafrysbeteende &r vanligt hosfaglar
ochdet utl 6sesoftaav | &ten somvarnar for annalkande
predatorer eller da en predator till exempel flyger
forbi vilket gor att bytesdjuret inte har fullstandig
information om var predatorn befinner sig.
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