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THE AUTUMN MIGRATION of Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus was studied using mist-netting at night along a mud-
dy shoreline at Lake Takern in southern central Sweden. During ten consecutive autumn seasons ranging from
mid-September to mid-November a total of 107 birds were captured, particularly within the first two hours after
dusk. The peak of migration occurred in the first ten days of October with the juvenile birds on average passing a
few days earlier than the adult birds. We present information on movements and ringing recoveries and review the
challenges of ageing the species. We propose that crepuscular mist-netting near wetlands offering important staging
grounds may be a suitable method to monitor the migratory movements, and possibly the population dynamics, of

this little-studied species.
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Introduction

The Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus is a small wader Simmons 1983). The species is generally migratory and
breeding in boreal mires and wet tundra from northern exhibits a migratory divide near the 45°E longitude,
Fennoscandia northeast to eastern Siberia (Cramp & where birds breeding west thereof have their main win-
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tering grounds in the British Isles, southwest Europe,
and northwestern Africa (Smiddy 2002, Fransson et al.
2008), whereas birds breeding east thereof are believed
to be long-distance migrants with wintering grounds
in sub-Saharan Africa (Taylor 1988). An unknown but
not insignificant number of birds occasionally winter
in northern Europe near streams and ponds offering
ice-free conditions (e.g. Pedersen 1995, Sikora & Ma-
niakowski 2000).

A majority of the global population of Jack Snipe,
at least 90%, is believed to breed in Russia, and since
large parts of the species’ distribution range is con-
fined to areas lacking permanent human settlements
there is limited reliable information on the size of the
breeding population. Its current status and population

FIGURE 1. A Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus showing its characteristic cryptic coloration on head,
back and over tail coverts. When facing danger, the snipe lies down pressed to the ground vegetation
and ends up virtually invisible for predators. Photos: Christer Elderud.
— En dvérgbeckasin Lymnocryptes minimus som visar sin kryptiska fargteckning pa huvud, rygg och

overgump. Nar dvargbeckasinen kdnner sig hotad trycker den tétt mot markvegetationen och blir praktiskt
taget osynlig for predatorer. Foton: Christer Elderud.
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size in these areas are either unknown (Morozov 2002)
or vary greatly (Rose & Scott 1997, Devort et al. 2001,
Kalchreuther 2003). In Sweden the species is mainly
found in the boreal subalpine region, but it is also esti-
mated that about one hundred pairs regularly breed in
inaccessible marshlands in the central parts of southern
Sweden (Nilsson & Nilsson 1978, Ottosson et al. 2012).
For being such a widespread and not uncommon
bird, the Jack Snipe easily escapes detection due to its
secretive behaviour (Jackson 2004). The species is
therefore scarcely observed in systematic monitoring
programs in its main breeding habitats (e.g. Lindstrom
et al. 2015). Even during migration the Jack Snipe is
hard to find owing to its skulking habits and cryptic
plumage coloration (Sikora 2005; Figure 1) as well as
its reluctance to fly in day-
light (Olivier 2007). These
circumstances have created
major challenges for appro-
priate methods of capturing
birds for ringing (Lepley et
al. 2005). Therefore, Jack
Snipe is one of the least
studied species amongst
the European waders. One
of few chances of capturing
Jack Snipe in active flight is
when the birds move from
resting sites to foraging sites
during crepuscular flight
(Le Bobinnec 1976). Hav-
ing experienced this phe-
nomenon at Lake Takern a
few times back in the 1960s
and 1970s, we once again
set out to try capturing
Jack Snipes using mist nets
during late evening. The
project started in Septem-
ber 2005 and continued
for ten consecutive autumn
seasons (mid-September
to mid-November) using
mist-netting along the
very same partially muddy
shoreline. The aim was to
gain improved knowledge
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FIGURE 2. The partially muddy shore at Lake Takern where Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus trapping was carried out. Photo: Adam Bergner.
— Strandkanten vid sjén Takern dér fangst av dvargbeckasiner Lymnocryptes minimus har skett, Foto: Adam Bergner.

of the occurrence and migratory movements of this little-
studied species at a stopover location during autumn
migration.

Methods

STUDY AREA

The ringing activities were carried out on wet mead-
ows near Glanas at the southern shore of the shallow,
moderately eutrophic Lake Takern, located in southern
central Sweden (58°21N, 14°50'E). The meadows were
restored in the early 2000s by means of clearing emer-
gent shrubs and mowing dense grass vegetation. After
restoration, the meadows have been annually managed
using mechanical haymaking in late summer. Nowa-
days, the area consists of an open and flat meadow that
gradually merges into partially exposed mudflats near
the shorelines (Figure 2). As the water level in the lake
is artificially lowered by 20-25 cm in the autumn, the
mudflats that are attractive for foraging waders increase
in size. Most mudflats are covered in sparse and low
stands of slender tufted-sedge Carex acuta, nodding
beggartick Bidens cernua, and celery-leaved buttercup
Ranunculus sceleratus. In the shallow waters within the
nearest hundred metres from the shoreline there are a
few islands covered in emergent vegetation of common
reed Phragmites australis, lesser bulrush Typha angusti-
folia and common club-rush Schoenoplectus lacustris.
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TRAPPING OF JACK SNIPE

The trapping was carried out during ten consecutive au-
tumn seasons (2005-2014) by regular ringing between
mid-September and mid-November. Ringing was not
performed every night but was limited by time and
weather constraints (e.g., no trapping in rain or heavy
winds). In total, trapping was carried out for 164 nights
over the years. During the ringing sessions a maximum
of eight standard wader mist nets (length 9 m, height
2.1 m, mesh size 30 mm) were placed perpendicular
to the shoreline in suitable areas offering attractive
mudflats. When possible, the nets were placed near
areas showing obvious signs of Jack Snipes that had left
behind characteristic footprints and small holes from
probing for food items in the mud. The mist nets were
prepared for trapping approximately half an hour prior
to dusk and remained opened for up to four hours after
dusk. The nets were checked for captured birds every
half hour using flashlights. On three occasions, stan-
dard walk-in funnel traps (see Lindstrom et al. 2005)
were used near places where there were signs of recent
activity of Jack Snipes. The wader traps were checked
for captured birds every hour using flashlights.

AGEING

The birds captured during autumn migration at Lake
Takern were carefully examined and documented in
order to assess the age of as many birds as possible.
Existing literature was used as a reference, but during
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the ongoing project new findings regarding ageing of
the species in Europe were published, as a result of ex-
amining ringed birds and birds retrieved from hunting
bags (Devort et al. 2017, Fokin & Fokina 2019).

In general, the literature on how to discriminate
adults from juveniles is limited, mainly due to the
lack of studied material and an apparent low level of
distinguishable physiological traits in Jack Snipe. The
few available methods of ageing generally “requires a
practice one only acquires after having analysed a great
number of birds” (Olivier 2007). Folkestad (1974),
cited by Cramp & Simmons (1983) and Rouxel (2000),
argued that the most useful criteria are proposedly
small differences in fine details on tail feathers and
under-tail coverts. According to his material juvenile
birds have relatively narrow and finely pointed tips of
the second and third tail feathers (counting from the
central pair), whereas these feathers in adult birds
are relatively broad with rounded tips. Regarding the
under-tail coverts, adult birds show a somewhat more
distinct blackish-brown subterminal patch spreading
well onto the vane of the feather, whereas juvenile

birds exhibit whitish feathers with indistinct yellowish-
brown subterminal shaft-streaks.

However, later systematic analyses of an extensive
material of 3,262 dissected Jack Snipes (Devort et
al. 2001) concluded that these two criteria are neither
convincing nor reliable because of the percentage of
errors and the great number of unidentifiable birds.
According to the same author, and further developed
by Devort et al. (2017), the only reliable and widely
adopted method for age determination in Jack Snipe is
related to indistinct differences in the pattern of the two
outer tail feathers. In juveniles, the apical extremity of
each feather is pointed with a fine black line along the
shaft. In adults, the extremity is more rounded with, at
its tip, a dark and rather large apical area. The use of
this method apparently permits a reliable estimation of
age in more than 80% of the examined birds. For the
birds captured at Lake Tékern the latter criteria have
been used for ageing of the birds (see Figure 3 for ex-
amples). A cautious approach has been practiced, and
birds exhibiting ambiguous traits, even slightly so, have
been left unaged.

FIGURE 3. Examples of patterns on the outer tail feather (red ring) of Jack Snipes Lymnocryptes minimus assessed as (a) adult, and (b) juvenile.
Notice that the feather of the juvenile bird exhibits a narrow black line at the end of the vane that separates two pale spots. The feather of the
adult bird exhibits a rather broad black line at the end of the vane and a white or pale cream spot on one side of the feather.

— Exempel pé firgteckningen pa de yttre stjértfiddrarna (rod ring) hos (a) adulta och (b) juvenila dvérgbeckasiner Lymnocryptes minimus. Notera
att fiagdern hos den juvenila fAgeln har en smal svart linje som separerar tva bleka flackar pé fiaderns topp. Fjddern pa den adulta fageln har en
relativt bred svart linje med en vit eller blekt graddférgad fldck pa ena sidan av fidgderns topp.
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FIGURE 4. The number of Jack Snipes Lymnocryptes minimus ringed

at Lake Takern each year during the period 2005-2014,

— Antalet dvargbeckasiner Lymnocryptes minimus som ringmarkts vid
Takern per ar under perioden 2005-2014.

BIOMETRIC MEASUREMENTS

night, but these were excluded from the data analysed
in this study. Among the mist-netted birds all but two
were captured within the first two hours after dusk.
Jack Snipes were captured between 11 September and
13 November. The passage peaked during the first ten
days of October with the median date for all birds, re-
gardless of age, being 7 October (Figure 5). The passage
peaked on average a few days earlier for juvenile birds
(median 2 October, interquartile range 8 days) than for
adult birds (median 9 October, interquartile range 13.5
days), but the difference in timing was not statistically
significant (U=460, Z=-1.45, p=0.15).

MOVEMENTS AND RINGING RECOVERIES

So far, the ringing efforts have resulted in one recovery
from Pas-de-Calais in north-western France, on 6 No-
vember 2008, where a bird was killed during hunting
nearly two years after it was ringed at Lake T&kern (on
13 October 2006). The distance from the ringing site to
the recovery site is 1,163 km. This finding, together with
an older recovery from Sicily, Italy, in 1966 (Elderud
2011), suggests that the Jack Snipes passing Lake Takern
migrate towards southwest and that some birds spend

In many, but not all, of the captured birds a set of stan- the winter in Mediterranean marshlands. Out of the

dard biometric measurements were recorded including

107 birds ringed only six were recaptured in the same

wing length, bill length, and the length of tarsus, follow- location during the same autumn, ranging from four to

ing Baker (2016). Body mass was recorded to the near- 32 days between ringing and recapture. A bird ringed

est 0.1 gram using digital scales. The data on biometric
measurements was analysed for adults and juveniles,
respectively, using non-para-

metric statistics (two-tailed 4
Mann-Whitney U-test with a
confidence interval of 95%).

Results

TRAPPING AND RINGING
During a total of 164 eve-

Average number Medeltal
N
1

nings over the course of ten

at Lake Takern on 9 October 2008 was recaptured at
the same location on 20 October 2009, representing the

consecutive autumn seasons, 0
10 Sep

a total of 107 Jack Snipes 20 Sep
were captured (Figure 4).
In addition to the birds
captured using mist—netting ringed birds is 7 October.
another three birds were

caught in wader traps at  figlarmna 4r den 7 oktober.

30 Sep 10 Oct 20 Oct 30 Oct 9 Nov

FIGURE 5. The autumn passage of Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus at Lake Takern visualized as the
average number of Jack Snipes ringed each date during the years 2005-2014. The median date for the

— Héstpassagen hos dvérgbeckasin Lymnocryptes minimus vid Takern visualiserad som det genomsnitt-
liga antalet faglar som ringmérkts per datum under aren 2005-2014. Mediandatum for de ringmérkta
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TABLE 1. Some morphometrics of the Jack Snipes Lymnocryptes minimus captured at Lake Takern during 2005-2014.
— Nagra kroppsmatt hos dvéargbeckasiner Lymnocryptes minimus fangade vid Tékern under dren 2005-2014,

Measurement Sample size Range Median Average Standard deviation
Matt Antal Spann Median Medelvéirde Standardavvikelse
Wing length (mm) 57 103-117 1M1 110.9 3.2

Weight (g) 31 45-87 59 59.7 9.9

Bill length (mm) 83 36-45 40 40.3 1.6

Tarsus length (mm) 3 25-28 26 26.3 -

only example of a Jack Snipe that reused a previously
utilized stopover site during migration.

AGE DISTRIBUTION

Following previously presented material on age-
discriminating characters (particularly Devort et al.
2001, 2017) we have examined the outer tail feathers of
a majority of the 107 Jack Snipes captured. Out of these,
only 50% have been aged with certainty based upon
the look on the outer tail feathers, as shown in Figure 3.
When age was assessed, there was a slight dominance
of adult birds (54%) compared to juvenile birds (46%).

BIOMETRY
Data on bill length, wing length, weight, and tarsus
length were recorded in order to assess the morpho-
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45 +
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FIGURE 6. The relationship between trapping date and body mass in
Jack Snipes Lymnocryptes minimus (n=30) captured at Lake Takern
2005-2014 (y=0.557x + 42198, r2=0.47, F=24.55, p<0.001).

— Férhéllandet mellan fangstdatum och kroppsvikt hos dvérgbeckasiner
Lymnocryptes minimus (n=30) vid Takern under dren 2005-2014
(y=0.557x + 42198, r2=0.47, F=24.55, p< 0.00I).
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metric variation in the species (Table 1). There were no
significant age-related differences in bill length (adults:
mean 40.3 mm * 1.41 mm SD; juveniles: mean 40.1 mm
+1.66 mm SD; U=505.5, p=0.98) nor wing length
(adults: 111.0 *+ 3.39 mm; juveniles: 111.4 + 2.61 mm;
U=234.5, p=0.79) or body mass (adults: 57.3 £ 7.20 g;
juveniles: 59.1  11.3 g; U=49.5, p=0.94). The weight of
the birds differed some 42 gram between the heaviest
and the lightest bird across all years. In general, the
weight of captured birds increased significantly by on
average 0.56 g per day as the autumn progressed (Fig-
ure 6). During evenings in which more than one Jack
Snipe were captured the difference in weight of these
birds ranged from 3 to 13 gram, with an average weight
difference of 6.4 gram. Unfortunately, the few birds that
were retrapped were not weighed.

Discussion

During more than 160 nights of mist-netting we have
managed to ring a total of 107 Jack Snipes, comple-
menting previous knowledge on migratory phenology,
gathering biometric data, and providing insights to
appropriate methods of capturing this unobtrusive
species. The efforts confirm that Jack Snipes can be
appropriately captured near places offering attractive
foraging sites at timing of crepuscular flight. Experi-
ences from Lake Takern indicate that most birds are
captured within the first two hours after dusk, presum-
ably coinciding with the time of the highest activity of
crepuscular flight (cf. Le Bobinnec 1976). This theory
is further supported by the fact that no birds were
flushed from the meadows while preparing the mist
nets for trapping, most likely because the snipes re-
sided elsewhere prior to dusk. Already within an hour
after dusk there were signs of recent Jack Snipe activity
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in the mud near the mist nets, and on rare occasions
birds were then flushed close to the nets and captured.
Since no birds were captured in the mist nets during
evenings with night light (e.g., from full moon) we
suspect that Jack Snipes, like other Snipes with large
eyes and mainly nocturnal foraging habits (Thomas et
al. 2006), have the ability to visually detect and avoid
the mist nets during crepuscular flight.

Most information on migratory phenology in the
Jack Snipe has been gathered by means of spontaneous
observations of birds that have been flushed in, e.g.,
meadows at time of migration. A few studies have prac-
ticed standardized censuses (e.g., transect walks) to
flush roosting snipes and record the temporal variation
in the number of birds at stopover during migration
(e.g. Kruszyk & Zbrofiski 2002). To some extent, in-
formation gathered from hunting has also contributed
to improved knowledge on migratory phenology of the
species (e.g. Massoli-Novelli 1988).

There have been fewer studies based primarily
upon ringing. The ringing carried out at Lake Takern
suggests that the duration of autumn migration is rel-
atively extended and ranges from mid-September to at
least mid-November. The passage sees a rather distinct
peak during the first ten days of October, roughly
coinciding with the average arrival of the first Jack
Snipe to wintering grounds in Ireland (Cooney 2017),
but five weeks earlier than the peak of migration in
north-western Italy (Battisti & Soldato 2018). A study
on migratory phenology of Jack Snipes at stopover
in northern Poland, Cenian & Sikora (1997) showed
that the autumn passage peaked during the third week
of October. The Polish study involved no ringing but
standardized censuses based on birds flushed from
specific meadows at stopover. No similar studies have
been performed at Lake Tékern parallel to the cre-
puscular ringing presented here. The two studies may
not be directly comparable but instead treat different
aspects of migratory phenology in the species. Further-
more, it is possible that the Jack Snipes passing Lake
Takern belong to different populations than Polish
birds do, and the timing of migration may therefore
differ.

Adding to the timing of migration is the variation in
body weight in general, and the presence of exception-
ally heavy birds in particular, which raises intriguing
questions regarding the length of individual migration
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legs amongst birds passing Lake Téakern. Several spe-
cies of waders gain large fat loads prior to performing
long endurance flights (Evans & Davidson 1990), and
this is particularly pronounced in the long-distance
migratory Great Snipe Gallinago media (Klaassen et
al. 2011). Populations of Jack Snipe breeding east of
45°E apparently perform similar long-distance migra-
tion, but whether this includes long-endurance flights
is unknown, as is the possible occurrence of long-
distance migrants of eastern origin amongst the Jack
Snipes passing through Europe. Even in the absence of
birds of eastern origin, there is still a possibility that
European migrants perform long-endurance flights, for
example to wintering grounds in north-western Africa,
a journey which would certainly require large fat loads.

Another possibility that should not be ruled out is
that, since Jack Snipes occasionally winters in southern
Scandinavia, the birds captured at Lake Takern may
include some individuals with wintering grounds not
far from Lake Takern. However, to what extent Jack
Snipes regularly occur in southern Sweden during
winter is also inadequately studied due to difficulties
to detect wintering birds by chance. A study from Po-
land (Sikora & Maniakowski 2000) argued that small
groups of wintering birds congregate near ice-free wa-
ters, for example at fish ponds and along sewage canals.
A similar behaviour was described in Denmark where
several wintering birds occasionally gathered near
ice-free waters during sudden cold spells (Pedersen
1989). During a particularly sudden cold spell in Feb-
ruary 2021, following a couple of unusually mild winter
months in Linképing, just 50 km from Lake Takern, at
least six Jack Snipes were found roosting along a small
stream within just a few hundred metres of each other
(personal observations). This suggests that similar
events occur in southern Sweden, albeit less frequently
documented. Information is still scarce as to the origin
of wintering birds as well as their degree of site fidelity
between years.

Being an inconspicuous and poorly investigated
species, there is a need for further studies of the Jack
Snipe to contribute to a greater understanding of its
ecology. Capturing enough birds to gain sufficient
ringing data for analyses of morphology and migratory
phenology is still, however, a troublesome task, even
though the methods of trapping birds during migration
and on wintering grounds have been refined during
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the last two decades (e.g. Sikora & Maniakowski 2000,
Sikora 2005, Lepley et al. 2005). The knowledge on age-
discriminating plumage characters as well as sexual
dimorphism (e.g. Sikora & Dubiec 2007) in the species
has also greatly improved, and further knowledge can
be gained from careful examination of hunting bags
across Europe (e.g. Morozov 2002, Fokin & Fokina
2019).

Since the Jack Snipe continues to be difficult to
appropriately monitor in its breeding habitats mainly
due to inaccessibility, it may be a suitable model spe-
cies to monitor using mist-netting on strategic sites
spread along expected migration routes. It would be
advantageous to find ringing sites that could be used
under standardized conditions to ensure comparable
long-term data. The ringing of Jack Snipe at Lake
Takern was not implemented with strictly standard-
ized methods but clearly demonstrated some of the
challenges of maintaining a ringing site in a constantly
changing habitat. A few years after the restoration of
the meadows at the ringing site the number of captured
Jack Snipes started decreasing at a steady rate. This
decrease roughly coincided with the establishment of
emergent vegetation at the expense of mudflats, which
probably turned the habitat less attractive for foraging
to Jack Snipes during migration. Where mudflats are
not naturally sustained, regular management may
therefore be necessary to ensure the continuity of such
stopover sites.

Even though the ringing site at Lake Takern might
have offered unusually favourable conditions for trap-
ping Jack Snipes, at least in the first few years, it is still
difficult to put the number of 107 birds into perspec-
tive. For comparison, the number of Common Snipes
Gallinago gallinago captured at the very same location
during the period did not exceed twenty birds. Since
the latter is generally considered a more abundant spe-
cies, at least in southern Sweden, this raises questions
about the actual size of the migratory population of
Jack Snipe, suggesting that it might be more abundant
than previously expected. While the current project
has improved the knowledge on certain aspects of the
species, it has also produced new questions needed to
be answered. The Jack Snipe is undoubtedly a secretive
bird and its presence both at breeding grounds and
during migration is largely unnoticed by most people,
including experienced ornithologists.
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Svensk sammanfattning
Dvirgbeckasinen Lymnocryptes minimus hor till de
minst studerade europeiska vadarna. Arten for ett
undangomt leverne i vidstrackta och svartillgangliga
myrmarker framst fran norra Skandinavien Osterut
till Sibirien, vanligen i trakter dar fa ménniskor bor.
Omkring hundra hdckande par forekommer ocksa
utspritt pd sydsvenska hoglandet, t. ex. vid Store Mosse
nationalpark i Smaland. I sitt véstra utbredningsomrade
flyttar dvargbeckasinen huvudsakligen till 6vervint-
ringsplatser pa Brittiska 6arna och i sydvéstra Europa
samt nordvastra Afrika. I Sibirien, huvudsakligen Gster
om den 45:e lingdgraden, ar den hackande populatio-
nen i stéllet langflyttande med vervintringsomraden i
Afrika soder om Sahara.

Pa hédckningsplatserna dr dvdrgbeckasinen normalt
svarfunnen och svérinventerad. Ocksa under flyttning-
en ar dvédrgbeckasinen en mycket diskret och svarsedd
fagel som trycker hart i fuktig grasmark och ogérna
flyger i dagsljus. Strax efter skymningen forflyttar sig
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dock beckasinerna mellan viloplatser och fédoplatser
i skydd av morkret och dr da mojliga att infanga for
ringmaérkning.

Vi undersokte hoststracket hos dvargbeckasin vid
sjon Takern i vistra Ostergotland (58°21N, 14°50'E)
genom kvillsfangst med vadarnit langs en 100 meter
lang 6ppen och lerig strandkant under tio hostsdsonger
(2005-2014), frin bdrjan av september till mitten av
november. Metoden visade sig fungera vil, och totalt
kunde vi fanga och ringmaérka 107 dvérgbeckasiner
under sammanlagt 164 fangstkvallar. Faglar fangades
mellan 11 september och 13 november med en tydlig
stracktopp under de tio forsta dagarna i oktober.
Mediandatum for hostpassagen infoll den 7 oktober.
Unga faglar passerade dverlag ndgot tidigare (median
2 oktober, kvartilavstand 8 dagar) an gamla figlar
(median 9 oktober, kvartilavstdnd 13,5 dagar), men
skillnaden var inte statistiskt signifikant. Alla faglar
utom tva fangades i ndten inom de tvé forsta timmarna
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efter solnedgang. Inte en enda fagel stottes upp fran
fangstomradet da néten forbereddes for fangst strax
innan skymningen. Redan en timme efter solnedgéng
gick det dock att finna firska fotspar och nabbavtryck
fran fédosdkande dvargbeckasiner i dyn alldeles i
narheten av fangstnaten. Inte en enda fagel ndtfangades
under kvallar med starkt mansken. Vi misstanker att
beckasinerna med sitt valutvecklade morkerseende helt
enkelt lyckades upptdcka och undvika de tunna néten.

Ringmarkningen har resulterat i ett aterfynd fran
Pas-de-Calais i nordvéstra Frankrike, ddr en fagel skots
drygt tva ar efter mérkning vid Takern. Tillsammans
med ett tidigare aterfynd av en Takernmairkt fagel fran
italienska Sicilien 1966 ligger detta inom fyndbilden for
tidigare patraffade dvérgbeckasiner ringmarkta i Sverige.

Av vara 107 mirkta dvirgbeckasiner har blott sex
individer aterfdngats pa samma plats under samma
flyttningssdsong, som minst fyra dygn och som mest
hela 32 dygn efter ringméarkning. Detta kan tyda pa att
de flesta beckasiner inte stannar sa lange pa denna rast-
plats utan snabbt flyttar vidare och erstts av nyanldnda
faglar. En fagel mirkt 9 oktober 2008 aterfangades vid
Takern drygt ett r senare (20 oktober 2009), vilket ut-
gor det enda exemplet pé en individ som nyttjar samma
rastplats under flera ar.
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Att aldersbestimma dvargbeckasiner r relativt
komplicerat och krdver god erfarenhet. I litteraturen
anges numera att det i huvudsak endast dr en karaktar
som &r utslagsgivande, ndmligen fargteckningen pa
spetsarna hos de yttre stjartpennorna. Av de vid Takern
fingade figlarna har en stor andel (50 %) uppvisat olika
grader av intermedidra drag, varfor aldern inte kunnat
faststdllas med sakerhet. Av de sakert aldersbestamda
beckasinerna har de dldre faglarna varit nagot mer
dominerande (54 %) jaimfort med de juvenila figlarna
(46 %). 1 likhet med flera tidigare forfattare som under-
sokt utslagsgivande draktskillnader mellan unga och
gamla faglar rekommenderar vi att &ldersbestdmning
gors med eftertdnksamhet.

Eftersom dvérgbeckasinen dr bade svarsedd och
svarinventerad hor den till en av de vadararter dar
kunskapen om bl. a. bevarandestatus och populations-
storlek for narvarande ér bristfillig. Anpassad ring-
mirkning med standardiserad metodik kan bidra till
att sprida ett visst ljus 6ver dessa fragor. Vi foreslar att
riktade satsningar bor goras for att finga och ringmarka
dvirgbeckasiner pa lampliga rastplatser i syfte att 5ka
kunskapen om artens flyttningsvigar och mdjligen ock-
sd bevaka dess populationsutveckling i Europa.
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