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Lotte M otz, née Edlis, was b o m  in V ienna, w here she also attended  
school, but at the tim e o f  the N azi takeover she was forced  to leave  
the G ym nasium  along w ith  other Jewish students. In 1941, w ith  her 
m other and tw o younger brothers, she was able to  escape to  Am erica. 
She adapted quickly to her n ew  circum stances and always considered  
herself American, even though she was to spend long periods o f  tim e  
outside the country. W h ile com pleting H igh School and attending  
college at night she w orked at various odd jobs. Afterwards she b e­
cam e a full-tim e student at H unter C ollege, C ity University o f  N ew  
York, w here, in 1949, she graduated w ith  honours and a BA  in G er­
man. She also w rote short stories and poetry, w hich  appeared in the  
college literary publication. She then  did a year o f  graduate w ork at 
Stanford University, and com p leted  her graduate studies at th e U n i­
versity o f  W isconsin, w here she obtained a Ph.D . in G erm an in 1958. 
In 1959 she married Hans M otz, an em inent physicist at O xford  U ni­
versity, w ho likew ise was originally from  V ienna. She m oved  to  O x ­
ford in 1959 and even though  she found th e city beautiful, her desire 
to  teach becam e increasingly frustrated and she disliked th e  role o f  
faculty w ife.

In 1971 she returned to  Am erica w ith  her daughter Anna and ob ­
tained an academ ic position in th e Germ an D epartm ent at Brooklyn  
College. It was then  that her scholarly career began. Later she taught 
German at H unter C ollege. W hen, in 1983, she becam e ill w ith  a lung  
condition, she had to  give up teaching. She returned to  O xford  w here  
Anna was now  an undergraduate, and continued  w ith  her scholarly  
activities.

Lotte M otz’s field was Icelandic and G erm anic m yth ology  and relig­
ion, but in recent years her research spanned a m uch  vaster field, 
covering m ost o f  Indo-European religion. In her four books and 
approxim ately fifty papers she becam e increasingly dedicated to  
exploring th e role o f  fem ale m ythological figures, and no one has 
written m ore fully or inspiringly on G erm anic giantesses. T w o o f  her



Lotte M otz f  5 9

books, nam ely The Beauty an d  the H ag  (Vienna: Fassbaender, 1993) 
and her m ost am bitious work, The Faces o f the G oddess  (N ew  York: 
O xford U niversity Press, 1997), w ere dedicated to  exam ining the 
fem ale in m ythology, th e form er in its Germ anic background, the  
latter in various archaic cultures, challenging th e notion  o f  a unitary 
m other goddess archetype. H er second major interest w as in the  
relations betw een  gods —  or fam ilies o f  gods —  in Germ anic religion, 
w ith  their function  and cult in respect to  th e social strata. She was 
probably the first scholar in our field to  take a serious step past the  
Three-Function-Theory developed  by G eorges D u m ézil nearly four 
decades ago. T hese view s w ere developed  in her third book, The King, 
the Cham pion an d  the Sorcerer (Vienna: Fassbaender, 1996) and in one 
o f her last articles on “The G erm anic Thunderw eapon” (Saga Book 24, 
O ctober 1997). H er research in this direction was sadly interrupted by  
her death, and it is left to  others to  take up th e often  provocative 
thoughts she has presented us w ith.

A t the tim e o f  her death she had just com p leted  another paper, had 
collected  material for several m ore, and was full o f  n ew  ideas. H er 
productivity was especially im pressive since her scholarly career began  
relatively late in life and despite her phobia regarding electronic gadg­
ets, especially com puters. A ll her w ork was typed  ou t on her old  
portable non-electric typewriter.

Lotte was a true scholar in her desire to find the truth. She was not 
afraid to  take unpopular view s i f  that was w hat th e evidence war­
ranted. She was rich in creative insights and original thoughts and 
frequently challenged generally accepted notions. She could also drive 
the editors o f  her books and papers to  tears w ith  her generosity re­
garding m erely formal details and th e  enthusiasm  in w hich  she tried to  
include new  material right up to the date o f  publication. Her scholar­
ship received international acclaim; she presented num erous papers at 
international conferences and gave seminars and lectures at various 
universities including N ew  York, London and Vienna. H er unusual 
gift as a lecturer, full o f  w it, enthusiasm  and th e insight in the hum an  
nature o f  her audience, drew  full lecture halls. She was also a gifted  
and poetic writer w ith  the ability to  m ove peop le w ith  words.

Lotte M otz was an exceedingly kind and generous person. She had  
a great capacity for friendship and loyalty. She enjoyed com pany, in 
w hich she was animated, w itty  and fun. She w as also an idealist w ith  a 
strong sense o f  justice and she had th e courage to  act on her con ­
victions.
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It is perhaps surprising for those o f  us w h o  knew  her only in the' 
years during her illness, that Lotte M otz had a passionate love o f' 
nature. She had always b een  physically active, enjoying skiing, hiking, 
sw im m ing and even  clim bing in N ew  England. H er illness w as there­
fore especially difficult, b u t she accepted it w ith  grace and courage. 
She m aintained her h ousehold  and continued  to  w rite papers, andl 
lecture and travel, even thou gh  this was often  a struggle. In th e early 
hours o f  24th D ecem ber, 1997, after having seen  her fam ily, she died, 
unexpected ly  and peacefully, in her sleep.

Lotte herself had said that she w anted  th e words o f  C haucer, de­
scribing th e Clerk o f  O xenforde, to be on her gravestone, as th ey  so* 
fitted her and her desire for truth:

A n d  gladly wolde he leme, an d  gladly teche.

Herbert Edlis, A n n a  M otz, R u dolf Simek'.


