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inte var uppbygglig ldsning for de unga bro-
derna, dr inte en argumentation som haller.
Vidare s3 finns det i verket en obalans gil-
lande att g& pa djupet eller att hélla en bredd
av teman i luften. Lt mig ge ett exempel.
Genom hela boken benimns en mingd te-
man som kunde férdjupats ytterligare men
som inte fir nigon fordjupning. Diremot
kinner sig Robson manad att i flera av sina
kapitel dterkommande skriva om brodernas
bruk om att g barfota. Vid en femte lisning
av detta bruk trotenar lasaren. Inte heller 13-
ter Robson behandla fragan om Elias av Cor-
tona (ca 1180—1253) utifran flera vinklar, utan
han limnar lisaren med en entydigt negativ
bild av ordens andra generalminister. De se-
naste aren har méinga forskare lagt mycket
kraft och méda pd att uppritta denna broder
Elias mot den starka kritik som riktats mot
honom allt sedan slutet av 1800-talet av Paul
Sabatier (1858-1928). Denne franske forskare
malade upp Elias som grunden till franciska-
nernas vig mot dekadensen. Likasd noterar
Robson att Thomas inte skriver nigonting
om klarissorna, dock ger han inga forklaring-
ar pd varfor denna tystnad finns hos Thomas.

Sammanfattningsvis ir Robsons bok
en viktig och djuplodande kommentar till
Thomas av Ecclestons krénika, som erbjuder
nya insikter i den tidiga franciskanska rorel-
sen. For den nyfikne 4r detta en god inging
till den tidiga franciskanska virlden och bér
lasas parallellt med Thomas krénika. For den
som soker en mer fullstindig forstielse av
rorelsens mangfacetterade historia, kan det
dock vara nédvindigt att lisa den parallellt
med andra verk och killor. Med det sagt ir
boken omistlig om man vill frstd de tidi-
ga broderna i England, de mekanismer som
ledde till ate de kom dit, hur de organiserade
sig och vilket eftermile de limnat efter sig.
I en drémvirld hoppas jag att ndgon tar sig
an ett liknande passionsprojekt infor dr 2031
och det svenska jubileet.
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Daniel Seblewengel. Perception and
Identity: A Study of the Relationship
between the Ethiopian Orthodox Church and
Evangelical Churches in Ethiopia. Carlisle:
Langham Monographs. 2019. 463 pp.

This publication explores the dynamics of
the historical and contemporary interaction
between the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
and Evangelical traditions in Ethiopia. The
first chapter provides an introduction with
three theoretical outsets. First, discussions
by Kwame Bediako (1945-2008) regarding
identity in African religious contexts. Sec-
ond, the integrative perspectives by Andrew
Walls (1928—2021) concerning “essential con-
tinuity”, the “indigenizing” and “pilgrim”
principles. Finally, the introduction relates to
perspectives on translation and transmission
introduced by Lamin Sanneh (1942—2019).
These theoretical perspectives remain im-
plicit when reading the following chapters.
Furthermore, the introduction may have
raised questions regarding inherent method-
ological problems in analyzing church bodies
representing consistent identities, such as the
Ethiopian and Evangelical churches.

The second and third chapters offer a
historical overview of the establishment of
Christianity in Ethiopia and the arrival of
the Evangelical missions. These chapters are
intended for those new to this part of Ethio-
pian history, but they also serve as a review of
already published material for those already
familiar with Ethiopian church history.

The fourth chapter discusses the encoun-
ter between the Church Mission Society
and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. The
Anglican church perceived the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church as an equal church and
the Church Mission Society’s mission strat-
egies focused on revitalizing the Ethiopi-
an Orthodox Church. The strength of this
chapter lies in the inclusion of archive ma-
terial from the University of Birmingham’s
Special Collection. The material shows letter
correspondences between individual mis-
sionaries from the Church Mission Society
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about their experiences in the encounter
with the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. The
outset of the fifth chapter is about the his-
torical and mutual antagonisms between the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church and the Evan-
gelical movement. The author uses written
sources but supplements these with origi-
nal interviews and other original Ethiopian
sources. The chapter reflects on the histori-
cal relationship and argues for solutions to a
more stable relationship.

The sixth chapter represents a valuable
contribution and deals with the current re-
form movement in the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church. The chapter reviews the historical
foundation for this movement and maps the
contemporary diversity within the Ethiopi-
an Orthodox Church, such as the Mahibere
Kidusan, reform groups, healers, and reli-
gious personalities, but does not deal with
groups in the diaspora. One strength of
this chapter is that it uses unique Ethiopi-
an sources such as interviews, slogans, in-
ternet sources, and news excerpts. A weak-
ness of the chapter is the lack of inclusion
of easily accessible studies on the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church in the context of religious
plurality in Ethiopia (for example, Meron
Zeleke, Tom Boylston, Diego M. Malara,
Stephane Ancel, Joachim Persoon, and Jorg
Haustein). In the concluding chapter, the
author returns to the theoretical framework
from the introduction and discusses solu-
tions for a balanced ecumenical relationship
between the Ethiopian evangelicals and the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church.
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