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On Parameters and Principles in
Intonation Analysis

Eva Géarding

Introduction

This paper is an elaboration of two preprints (Garding 1991a and 1991b)
and oral contributions made at the conference Fonetik 1991 in Stockholm
and at the symposium Intonation: Models and Parameters, held at the
International Congress of Phonetic Sciences in Aix en Provence the same
year. Both preprints discuss the perceptual relevance of the production-
based parameters of an intonation model that I have worked with. To give
coherence to this presentation I shall start with a brief review of the
production-based model and the parameters of my latest version of it. This
review serves as a background for the main part of the paper which is a
discussion of the perceptual aspects of the model parameters. In the last
section I will comment on some principles used in recent intonation
analyses.

The model was originally designed for Swedish dialects (Bruce &
Gérding 1978). Our ambition was to create a unified model for Swedish
intonation, which can generate dialectal pitch contours for the same
temporally structured input sentences using identical phonological
components and phonetic parameters. The theoretical background was
simple: to separate functionally defined form (phonology) and substance
(phonetics) in our analysis.!

The phonological components are the word accents (Al and A2), accents
on phrase and sentence level (Focus) and boundaries. Sentence intonation is
represented by a set of auxiliary lines (later to be called tonal grid) on
which accents and boundaries are inserted as points whose position relative

IThe separation of form and substance at all levels in speech analysis was one of the key
notions taught by BERTIL. MALMBERG. His phonetics seminar was truly ‘integrative’ in
nature, since, in keeping with his own wide interests, it was a forum for all those interested
in LANGUAGE: phonology and phonetics, theory and application. I dedicate my paper to
Bertil, my teacher and friend, with respect and affection.
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