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Introduction

The framework on which this study is based is the model
for describing and comparing the prosody of Swedish dia-
lects developed by E. G&rding & C¢. Bruce, as part of the pro-
ject "Swedish Prosody". Four geographical areas served as the
basis for their study, represented by the dialects of Malmd
(desicnated as 1A), Dalarna (1B}, Stockholm (2A) and Gothen-
burg (2B). The principle has been to use a small number of va-
riables to derive and generate the intonation patterns of the
different dialects. The model consist of three parts:

1. A linguistic part with dialect-dependent representations of
the manifestations of word accents and sentence accents (Fig.1).
2. An algorithmic part with dialect-independent rules which,
together with the information in parts 1 and 3, generate the
intonation patterns.

3. A set of conventions and prescriptions for the application
of the rules of the algorithm.

The word accents are represented by a high and a low fre—
guency point (the stars in figure 1.) These occur at different
points in time depending on the dialect, but accent 1(&1) always
occurs earlier than accent 2 (A2). Sentence accent (SA} is
manifested as a widening of the frequency range, either in the
focused word itself (cf. Malmd and Dalarna) or after it (cf.
Stockholm and Gothenburg). For a more detailed description of
the model cf. Bruce & Garding, 1978.

The purpose of the investigation that I will describe here
was to analyze transitional dialects lying Somewhere in between
the prototypes for 1A and 2A. Smdland is a suitable area for

finding such dialects (cf. Fig. 2),

Materials
The test sentences I have used were a subset of those de-
veloped and studied by G. Bruce (1977). These were of three

different types:
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Man vill a“namma néra “ldngre “nummer (accent 1 only)

1
{gﬁe}want(s) to adopt some longer numbers’

Man vill “ldmna ndra ~langa “nunnor (accent 2)

' we 1
want (s) to leave some long nuns
one

Man vill “l&mna ndra ~langanummer (compound with accent 2)

¥
{gie}want(s) to leave some Lz’inga—numbers'1
Informants

The informants who participated in the study were twelve
high school (gymnasie) students studying in V&xjd and Zlmhult.
All were female except for one informant from V&xj&6. Their home

towns lie for the most part in southern Smiland, as shown in

Fig. 2.

Vdxjo dialect (Fig 3.)

H Fig. 4 shows the data for the Vdxj® dialect
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as they are represented in the linguis-
¥

x tic part of the model. If we compare

the data for the manifestation of word

o e o i e

! * accents in Vdxjo with those for Gothen-
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'v ¢: v CcvV
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burg f{as in Fig. 1), we find that the
Wide interval after A positions of the high points for ac-
SA H after A cent 1 and accent 2 are strikingly sim-

Fig. 4. ilar. The low points occur approxi-

mately one segment later in the v&xjd
dialect. In other words, it seems as though the word accent fall
is somewhat less steep in V&xj8 than in Gothenburg. But after
normalizing and comparing the data for additional informants
(to be presented in a later report) from both V&x3j& and Gothen~
burg, I found that there was no evidence for such a relation-
ship between the two dialects' word accent manifestations. On
the other hand, the high point of accent 2 in Gothenburg and
the other dialects in the 2B area seems to occur somewhat ear-
lier in the stressed vowel than the model predicts. Consequent-
ly, for area 2B (Gothenburg), I will be using a high point
for accent 2 which lies approximately 10% (of the vowel duration)
from the end of the vowel segment. The timing of the other turn-
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ing points, both for word accent and sentence accent manifesta-
tions, is in agreement with the model's predictions for the
Gothenburg intonation pattern.

Sentence accent is manifested in the same way as in Stock-
holm (24), i.e., with a rapid rise after the word accent, fol-
lowed by a plateau up to the postfocal word accent. When there
is no postfocal accent, there is still a sharp rise after the

word accent, occurring in the final vowel.

Lessebo dialect

We can see from the data presented in

A1H T Fig. 5 that the word accent manifesta-
L I * tions in the Lessebo dialect, for both
H { T word accents, agree well with my inter-

A2L (| pretation of the Gothenburg pattern.
VI Y775 VI7A Sentence accent is consistently

v ¢ 'v c: vCcv
Wide interval after A
sa H after A

manifested as in Vdxj6, except for com-
pounds. While the compounds in the Vaxjd
dialect showed a pattern similar to
Fig. 5. that of Stockholm, with a rise in the
secondary-stressed vowel, Lessebo shows a sharp rise in the fi-

nal vowel, as in Gothenburg.

vVickelsang dialect

H *
AT |
L .
H I T
w1
L : 1 ¥ Accent 1 shows the same pattern as in
QA V77T VZZA__ V773 . .
ve'v oo vev Gothenburg, Vdxjo and Lessebo, while
Wide interval after A accent 2 is more similar to a Scanian
H after A Malmd pattern. Sentence accent is man-
Fig. 6. ifested as in Vaxjo.
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Mockeln dialect (Fig. 7.)

(H x This speaker shows strong similarities
Ad ] to the Vdxj6 dialect with regard to
i | * both word accent and sentence accent
- x . : . .
H } ] manifestation. An important difference,
A2 L [ | x however, is that in compounds there is
H ]
| 474 -y T oL Y278 V773 no rise in the secondary-stressed vowel
vec'v c: vev R )
in the Mockeln dialect, but rather a
Wide interval after A
SA rise in the final vowel. The manifesta—
H after A
tion of focal accent 1 appears to be
Fig., 8. variable. The stressed vowel can be
either rising or falling (cf., for example, the final focus po-

sition in Fig. 7. A similar variation was seen in a speaker from

Vdxj® who is not presented here.)

Bokeberga dialect (Fig. 9.)

H * This informant, who is the sole north-
Al | ern Scania area representative in the

ﬁ; : X x material, differs greatly from all the
Azt | [ others. Her word accent patterns are

L | | * the same as those of the Malmd dialect.

VQJCV-J/' C: K;E Véd The manifestation of sentence accent is

Wide interval at (after) A somewhat harder to describe: In final
Tower L position, focus (sentence accent) is
(1 after ) manifested by a rise in the final vowel,
Fig. 10. as in Sméland especially for accent 2.
Focus in earlier positions has a lower focal turning point which
can, but need not be followed by a rise. Thus there is always a
wide frequency interval within the focal word, and occasionally

after it as well.

Discussion and summary

Although the data-base is somewhat limited, it does sug-
gest a number of characteristic features of the prosody of the
dialects of Smdland. The manifestation of word accent, for non-
focal accent 1, as well as the manifestation of sentence accent,
with a sharp rise after the word accent, seems to be character-
istic for these speakers. A final accent 2 word in focus has a

rise in the final vowel.



Compounds in Sméland are characterized by varying patterns;
They either have a rise in the f£inal vowel (as in Mdckeln and
Lessebo) or a rise in the vowel carrying secondary stress (as
in Vixj® and Vickelsadng). It is interesting to note that the
only major difference found between Vixjd and Mockeln concerned
the manifestation of sentence accent for final compounds.

Compounds in B8keberga, which is situated in the northern
part of Scania (that is, just outside of Smé&land), show no
change in F after the stressed syllable. This pattern agrees

well with the prototype for the 1A area (Malmd).

Swedish intonation model: Linguistic components

Dialectal representations
1A South 1B Central 2A East 2B West
e.g. Maimd e.g. Dalarna e.g. Stockholm e.g. Géteborg
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Fig.1. Prosodic variables in the model for Swedish intonation
patterns. From Bruce & Garding 1978.

Stockholm

SMATLAND

o VAXJO

Fig.2. Geographical distribution of
informant dialects.

7



*sjuswbas JUBUOSUOD
jusssadsa suoTrixod IsuuUTY] ‘JuswbaS TOMOA
jusssxdex soaInND ay3 JO suoTixod ISNOTYL «

TxUTSNOQW I0F suxojzzed saTiejussaadsy g bTa *+Q{xpA 71037 suxsijed sartiejussaadsay ‘¢ hta

06
062
ove o<1
08z
00¢ oct
z
Y 2y
IOWUNUBSUET BIPU YNAKI TTTA UPH we e IoummuedUBT BIVU YNWYIL TITA UBWeee
YIWWANYONYT BIPU BUWRT TTToe UeW YIWAONTONYL BITU RUWRT TTTA URK
ONINLLYSNYWRYS ONIMLIYSNYWWYS
602 6
vz
£
082
00
2y Ll
Iouunu RAURT BIPU YNWKT [ITA UlHess zy
6
HONNAON ®HURT BIPU BUWERT TTTA :mwou zouuny BHuPT BITU VAWYT [TfA USiess
¢s ¥ e JONNAN BOHUPT BIPU BUURT TTT4A UBKH
oez 7 3uBDOY
0z
(83122 é
00¢ socmel,
2y
£i
o
00¢ . *
t.ap.g00-r 00, .
Q Ll
052 .
IPUUNY DAbURT BITU YHWINY [TIA UBHewss u
ez YEWWAN 9IDURY BIPU Puleue [TT4 URK-——
00 ¢ 1 3u20dY
7y

IumINU 2IBURT BIPU YHNWYNY TITA UBRKees
JAWWAN SXHBURT BIEU PUMRUE T{TA UQK=———
{ 1us0LY

72



Accent 1
Man vill anamma nara lidngre NUMMER

ees Man vill ANAMMA nadra l&ngre nummer

hz
28
260}
240
2
Accent 2
hz wwmMan vill ldmna ndra l&nga NUNNOR
28 eeo Man vill LAMNA néra lédnga nunnor
2
24
22 cag . ®0
20
SAMMANSKTTNING
——Man vill lémna nira LANGANUMMER
hz e=aMan vill LAMNA ndra langanummer
280
260
240
220
200

Fig. 9. Representative patterns for BOkeberga*.

Footnote

1. L&nga nunnor was established as a new kind of pastry analo-

gic” to munkar, (lit: ’'munks') 'bismarks’. Langanummer are
numbers from the town of Lé&nga.

References

Bruce G. 1977: Swedish word accents in sentence
perspective. Gleerup Lund.

Bruce G. & GAarding E. 1979: (1978) A prosodic typology for
Swedish dialects. Ur Nordic pro-
sody, Travaux XIII.

Garding E. 1973: Toward a prosodic typology for
Swedish dialects. Proc. 2nd Int
Conf. of Nordic and General
Linguistics (utg. Dahlstedt).

Willstedt U. 1980: En undersdkning av prosodin i
n&gra smdldndska dialekter.
Stencil, Institute of linguistics,
Lund University.

73





