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fntroduction
The framework on which this study is based is the model

for describing and comparing the prosorly of Swedish dia_
J-ects devefoped by E. cårding & C. Bruce, as part of the pro-
ject "Swedish Prosody". Four qeographical- areas served. as the
basis for their study, represented blr' the dialects of l,tafmö
(<lesicrnated as 1A), Dalarna (18) , Stockholm (24) and cotherr-
burg (28). The prínciple has been to use a sma1l number of va-
riables to derive and generate the intonation patterns of the
different dialects. The model consist of three Þarts:
1. A linguistic part with dialect-dependent representâtions of
the manifestations of word accents and sentence accents (Fiq.1).
2. Àn al-gorithmic part with dial-ect-independent ruJ_es which,
together with the information in parts 1 and 3, generate the
intonation patterns.
3. A set of conventions and prescriptions for the application
of the rules of the algorithm.

The word accents are represented by a high and a fow fre-
guency point (the stars in figure 1.) These occur at different
points in t-ime clepending on the dialect, but accentl(Al) always
occurs earlÍer than accent 2 (A2'). Sentence accent (SA) is
manifested as a widening of the frequency range, either in the
focused word itself (cf. Malmö and Dalarna) or after it (cf.
Stockholm and Gothenburg) . For a more detailed description of
the model cf. Bruce & Gårding, 1978.

The pur¡ose of the investigation that I wift describe here
was to analyze transitional dialects lylng somewhere in between
the prototypes for 1A and 24. Småfand is a suitable area for
finding such dialects (cf. Fig. 2),

Material s

The test sentences I have used were a subset of those
velope<1 and studied by G. Bruce (1977) , These were of three
different tvpes:

de-
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Man vill a-namma nåra -längre -nu¡uner (accent 1 only)

{
we
one want(s) to adopt some longer numberst

vte
one ]*""

'1ämna nåra tlånga 'nunnor (accent 2)

t(s) to feave some long nuns,1

'lämna nåra -långanunmer (compound with accent 2)

Man viII

{
Man vill
'{3:.1t"".(s) to leave some Långa-numbers'1

I
The informants who participated in the study were twelve

high school (gymnasie) students studying in Växjö and Älmhult.
All were femal-e except for one informant from Växjö. Their home

towns lie for the most part in southern Småland, as shown in
Fí9. 2.

Växjö dialect (Fig 3. )
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f"O'L
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I
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v?n-¿ryr??+ -----wrr---a?m
v c 'v c: v c v

Fig. 4 shovrs the data for the Vlíxjö dialect
as they are represented 1n the linguis-
tic part of the model. If we compare
the data for the manifestation of word
accents in Växjö with those for Gothen-
burg (as in Fig. 1), we find that the

wide interval after n positions of the high points for ac-
SA H after Ä cent 1 and accent 2 are strikingly sim-

Fig. 4. ilar. The 1ow points occur approxi-
nrately one segment Ìater in the Växjö

dialect. In other words, it seems as though the word accent faII
is somewhat less steep in Växjö than in Gothenburg. But after
normalizing and comparing the data for additional informants
(to be presented in a later report) from both Vãxjö and Gothen-
burg, I found that there was no evidence for such a relation-
ship between the two diafects' word accent manifestations. On

the other hand, the high point of accent 2 in Gothenburg and
the other diafects in the 28 area seems to occur somewhat ear-
Iier in the stressed vowef than the model predicts. Consequent-
ly, for area 2B (Gothenburg) , I will be using a high point
for accent 2 whichlies approximately 10? (of the vor^¡el duration)
from the end of the vowel segment. The timing of the other turn-
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ing points, both for word accent and sentence accent manifesta-
tions, is in agreement with the model's predictions for the
Gothenburg intonation Pattern.

Sentence accent is manifested j-n the same way as in Stock-
holm (24) ¡ i.e., vtj-th a rapid rise after the word accent, fol-
lowed by a plateau up to the postfocal word accent- Vthen there
is no postfocal accent, there is still a sharp rise after the
word accent, occurring in the final vowel.

Lessebo dialect

We can see from the data presented in
Fig. 5 that the word accent manifesta-
tions in the Lessebo dialect' for both
word accents' agree well with my inteI:'
pretation of the Gothenburg pattern.

Sentence accent is consistentlY
manifested as in Växjö, except for com-

poundg. While the compounds in the Växjö
dialect showed a pattern similar to
that of Stockholm, with a rise in the

[xtAll I

tt l*
lx l+o,l.ii+

ùrn---arn rf--wrrffi

SA

Fig.

Y{ide interval after A

II after A

v c tv c: v c v

5

vc vc:vcv

secondary-stressed vowel, f,essebo shows a sharp rise in the fi-
nal vowel, as in Gothenburg.

Vålckelsång d ialect

+ Accent 'l shows the same patlern as in
Gothenburg, Växjö and Lessebo, while
accent 2 is more similar to a Scanian
Malmö pattern. Sentence accent is man-

ifested as in Växjö.
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lfide interval after A

H after A

Fig.6.



Möç:keIn dialect (Fiq. 7. )

A1

SA

v c tv c: v cv
Wide lnterval after A

H after A

Fig. 8.

either rising or
sition in Fig. 7

Växjö who is not

Bökeberqa diafect (Fio. 9

H

falling (cf., for example, the final focus po-
A similar variation was seen in a speaker from

presented here. )

This speaker shows strong similarities
to the Växjö dialect with regard to
Lroth word accent and sentence accent
manifestation. An important differencen
however, is that in compounds there is
no rise in the secondary-stressed vowel
in the Möckeln dialect, but rather a
rise in the fi-nal vowel. The manifesta-
tion of focal accent 1 appears to be
variabfe. The stressed vowel can be

This informant, who is the sole north-
ern Scania area representatj_ve in the
materiaf, differs greatly from all the
others. Her i4rord accent patterns are
the same as those of the Malmö dialect.

H I
I

I I

A1

*
Ilrlrttlt +

1,711:---T777TI----------WT-V7T
v c 'v c: v c v The manifestation of sentence accent is

Wide interval at (after) ¡ somewhat harder to describe: In finaf
SA

Iower L position, focus (sentence accent) is
(ll after A) manifested by a rise in the final. vowel,

Fig' 10 as in Småtand especially for accent 2.
Focus in earlier positions has a lower focal turníng point which
can, but need not be followed by a rise. Thus there is always a
wide frequency interval- within the focal word, and occasionally
after it as well.

Discussion and sunìmary

Alt.hough the data-base is somewhat limited, it does sug-
gest a number of characteristic features of the prosody of the
diafects of SmåIand. The manifestation of word accent, for non-
focal accent 1, as well as the manifestation of sentence accent,
witÈ a sharp rise after the word accent, seems to be character-
istic for these speakers. A final accent 2 word in focus has a
rise in the final vowel.
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Compounds in Småland are characterized by varying patternsi
They either have a rise in the final vowel (as in Möckefn and

Lessebo) or a rise in the vowel carrying secondary stress (as

in Växjö and Väckelsång) . lt is interesting to note that the
only major difference found between Växjö and Möckeln concerned
the manj-festation of sentence accent for final compounds.

Compounds in Bökeberga, which is situated in the northern
part of Scania (that is, just outside of Småland), show no

change in F¡ after the stressed sv1lab1e. This pattern âgrees
well with the prototype for the fA area (Malmö) .

Swed¡sh intonation modêl¡ Linguistic components

Diale cta I re pre s en t at io n s

SI

SA
FO-

^2

A1

L at onset and L at offset (statementl

H igher H
LLoweÌ

Wide interval at A

H o

L o
7----7-------V-Vvc'vcrvcv

H o

L o

1A South
e.g. Malmö

Higher H

o

o
vC'v C¡ vCv

o

o

18 Central
s.gl Dalarna

H áfter A

Wide interval after A

o

o
?_=V_V7Í_V'
vc 'v c: vcv

o

o

2A East
e.s. Stockholm

LatA
H late after A

o

o
vc 'v cr vcv

o

o

28 West
e.q, Göleborg

Fiç{.1. Prosodic variab.Ies in the model for Swedish intonation
patterns. From Bruce & Gårding J-978.
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Àccent 1

-uan 

vlll anama nåra långre NUMUER
...Man vtll ÀNÀMn nåra långre numer

I

2P¡ú

'.+'t
22ù-

,a+

Àccent 2

-üan 
vill länna nåra

...Man vi1l tlilrNA nåra
Iånga
långa

NUNNOR

SMI'IÀNSATNING

-Man 
vlII 1ämna nåra LÁNGANUUüER

...üan vllI LAMNA nåra långanumer

.aa

Fic. 9. RePresentative patterns for Bökeberga*

Footnote
1. "1,ånqa nunnor was established as a new kind of pastry analo-
qic-tõ-ñu¡rãrl (rit,'munks')'bismarksr. Låqgangmmer are
numbers-fîoln the town of Långa-

19?7: Swedish word accents in sentence
perspective. GleeruP Lund-

References

Bruce G.

Bruce G. & Gårding E.

Gåriling E.

Willsteilt U

hz

a
i

hz
28oF

,"J
,.ol-

,+
4

hz
zaof
2óol-

,+
,*l
,*t

.aa..'ta....a'

a.
t
a
a

L979 z

1973¿

1980:

(1978) A prosodic t¡zPologY for
Swedish dialects. Ur Nordic Pro-
sody, Travaux XIII.

Tovrard a prosodic typology for
Swedish dialects. Proc. 2nd Int
Conf. of Nordic and General
Linqruistics (utg. Dahlstedt).

En undersökning av prosodin i
några smålândska dialekter.
Stencil, Institute of llnguistics,
Lund Universj-ty.

73




