
VANVïK, Arne

Some Remarks on Norweglan Prosody

The author is chiefly concerned wlth Standard E¿¡stern

Norwegian and wlll deal with the stress systemt the toneme

system and the length system. Al-L three systems involve a

binary opposltion. An utterance falfs into a number of

syllables. These syllables are either stressed or unstressed.

The stress system is baslc and includes af-I sy11ables. It is

found ln alÌ Norwegian dialects. The toneme system is lacking

in some Northern and l/Íestern dialects. In the tonemic di¿rl-ects

the toneme systen is superimposed on the stress system, but

it does not incfude all syll¿ibÌes. Toneme presupposes stresst

not vice versa. Tonemic opposition can only occur between

sequences of one stressed sy-Llable + one or more unstressed

syJ-1nbles. Auditory observation ¿is well as fundamental-

frequency curves disprove the otd view that lsolated stressed

monosyllables have the s':me tonebic realj-zation as toneme 1.

1t seems reallstic to work with long and short vowel

phonemes, but not long and short consonant phonemes. Conto-Ld

length can be varied freely wj-thout changing a word into

another, while this is impossi-ble with.vocoid length.




