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Norclic Accent Patterns ln Scottlsh Gaelic

Most Scottlsh Gaellc dlalects have two types of worcl accents
(the terrn accent is here used loosely). There 1s a phonologlcal

dlstlnctlon between, on one sld.e, /Ifiax/ rravent and /Iaran/
fbreadrand, on the other hana,, /zflex,/tdebt, and /2aram/
ror¡ met. The dlfference 1s, 1n some dialects, a dlfference
of stress. The maln stress is on the flrst vowel in both

kinds of words, but the second vor¡e1 has nore promÍnence 1n

type 2 than ln type 1. In other tlialects it may be a dlfference
of quantlty: the second vowel ls longer ln type 2 than in type

1. Other dlalects again may be analysed as havlng a distinct,lon
of syllablcity: words of type 1 are dlssyllablc, while r¿ords

of type 2 ate monosyl-1ablc. Thls latter dlstlnctlon 1s also

1n conformlty vlth the hlstorlcal orlgin of the distinction:

/ln-ax/ was a dissyllable wlth hlatus , /Iaran/ was an or.dlnary

illssyllable, wh1le /2f1ex/ nas a monosyllable wlth a dlphthong

and, /Zaram/ had developed fron g, with a secondary or svârâ-

bhaktl vowel.
Some dla1ects, however, and preclsely those dlalects whlch

have been lnfluence/most by Norse, have a tonal dlstinction be-

tveen the two types of words. Moreover, the actuaL pttch move-

ment ls strtklngly slm1Iar to that of southwest Norvreglan. We

may, lf we wlsh, descrlbe these dlalecüs as havlng word tones

of a Scandlnavian type (although other descriptlonal t,ech-

nlques may a1-so be used).

The probabj.llty (and posslbllfty) of Norse lnfluence ln the

accentual development of these dlalects wll-1. be discussed, with

reference aLso to some phonetlcaLly slmllar features of l4odern

l,fe1sh (where 1t ls rm¡ch less ilkely that t,here has been i\orse

lnfluence ) .




