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TEE INIIERACTIoÍ 0F STRESS AnD qIIA]lTTlff Itr s\,IE'DrsH

In Ey paper I int€ad to counent on a couple of cumently 1¡rfluential
proposals concerniû8 the phoaologicaL lnterpretation of stress a.Dd

quantity ln Snedlsh'
Stress shouldr in ny opinion, be regarded ae a fairly abstract pho-

nologlcal catego¡T pertalning to phonetic proninence. 0n one hand 1t
hes several diffe¡e¡t senantlo e¡d grq¡ñEêtical fu¡ctlong, on the oth€r

ha¡d. lt hae seve¡al- phonetlc reaLizatlone (intensfty, Fo-contoursr

qì¡e¡tit, eLaboretioa/r€duction of eegnentel stncture). CotlÊlderlt¡g

wo¡d level phoaolog¡ oalJrt ve ca¡r saü that stress is structurelly
superordinate to r¡ord tone a¡d qua¡tity, rather tha¡ the other ray
arou.nd.. llhe latte¡ tvo could be looked uporr es subordinate phonologi-

cal contra¡ts rrith the functlon of eubcateSorizlng stringle vith
streseed s)'11ablee.

llhe taL! pert of ly contributlon will be devoted to the phonologi-

oal iaterpretetion of quantity' llhe claesiceL structurallst solutLon

nalntains that length le distlnctiY€ for vonel's (Etert 19?0, 3a¡¡ert
19?4, Ì,rtttins 1977). l¡he nost ve1l-løor¡ generative a.ûeLysis (m.las-

soû & La pe1le 19?J)r on the other hand, a¡guea that leng:bh dfstinc-
tiorl in both vonels and consona¡rts a¡e phonologlcally irreleYant and

can be predlcted fron gtrese plue a postulated contrest between non-

tenlnated and genir¡ated consonants. Recentlyr a phonetfc theorT based

on the notio¡ of a¡ticulator'¡¡ gestures has been proposed by öhnan

¡tffe). öbman nalces the sa¡re aseertLons as Ellagaon. r sha1l a.r6ue

that though such e¡r analyele ls theoretlcally poeelìIe provlded thet
certal-n ad hoo assunptioas ane nad,e, deta conce:m1[gt e.t., the pro-

dì¡otion and peroeptlo¡ of Swedleh voveLe, ellps of the tonguer lnter-
fereace ln the pronunciati.on of foreig3 languagieer lalguage acqulsl-
tion €tc, indLcete that the alalysle under conaideratlon lacks psycho-

1o6lca1 valtdlty a¡d that leagth ln vovels þ phonologically relevaat
1n Sr¡dlsh.




