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lHE ROI,E OF ACCENT ATTENUATION IN DESCRIPTIONS OF

EASÎ NORWEGIAN SENTXNCE INTONATION

llhe ¡urpose of thls paper 1B to denonstrate the importance
or rãõoñiälng two aistrnõt fu¡ct1onaI1¡ q!sn1!1cant k-incle of
ãõcãntuãtion fn S.-8. Norweglan. Any ACC¡NÎ UNIT of a Norv,egia¡r
üiièia¡ðe (i.e. the stretch of utterance from one accentecl
ã"iiãUiã-tò irrè next) te elther ÀTTDNUAIED or UNATTENUATED. The
fäáer lacks the rislng tone characteristlc of the E.N. vrortl
ãõcà"ts. but the ttiffeience between Àcc 1 anct Acc 2 1g nafn-
i;i;ãã:'as the realfzatlon of the accented svllable Ls virtual-
lv the'same for attenuated antl unattenuatetl accent group6.
-" ¡,tienuatlon comblneil with successlve loÌtering of the pltch
of ïhe-accentect syLlablee tn the utterance 1e probably the most
lmoortant lndication of falllng lntonatfon.Ln E.N. lte tonal
iîãiiil-òt-Iñã i"ãt unattenuatãd syltable (the ¡ocus) playe.a
irinor role 1n thie respect. lhe intonation 1s falling ln (1),
where rar etanats fo¡ lattenuatlonr a¡d r1r ancl r2t for the
resoective word accentg.
;;;;- -?nn" iiJ"" olhu"' "å l:' l-' | -. l-- I' 'b: îtt" tfå"" úß,r'"" ,,â i-'i- .l- .l -lI. Gå ls the only accented worcl ln the Questlon of (1). It ls
The-Tocue of (t). a¡rcl the correeponcllng enaphorlc phrase of
the answer to-(3) w111 normally act as uttera¡rce 10PIC. At the
sane tlne the intonatlon of thè answer should.Ue faIllng..(4)
an¿ (f) are thereforc approprialg q19y9rer-(5) ls not. (6) ..
soundg-peculiar because @ is FOCALIZED (last unatt. accent).
(¡) re¡¡ Jee eå nâ? (+) .ra. ¡åt ldn a,r.

(¡) ,la. rttåt ta¡r au.
(6) Ja. rpåt tL au.
(?) Ja. oåt ta¡r ¿u g{¿t.

Attenuatlon after the toplc rneana falling fntonatlon ancl 1n
aclclltfon ehift of focus fron the moclal verb to the toplc.
II. The fnportance of lntonatlon aa arl incilcator of the scope
E adverbial operators will be tler¡onstratetl. Íhfch of the two
untterlinecl con-stituente of (8) ls bound by gegâ?
la) Hen klønte oasâ eda,meroet.
'Èrrá ñã'ur[s- of Jperõffin-fest wlll be presented.
III. Intonation cannot change the fact that the cleft eentencc
õf(g) presuppoaes the truth of (1O).
(s) ¡èt-er tlõn sykdonmen son heter enfysen.
(1o) nen svkdomen heter ernfvee!û.
Èowóver. (i1) pregupposee (1Ô) onLy lf one or both of the
aceentaülc wortts heter and enfyeen of the relative clause lg
elther unaccentedEcc entffiüE-attenuaretl.
(11) Jeg tror clet er cten eykilonnen son heter enfysen.
(11t) Jee tr4r ¿et er ¿ån {ptdor*"r, "ot h&"" enfysån.
If ell accent units are unattenuatetl, the presuppoeitlon lerfiltered outr. This Le what happens tn (11n).
(ltrr) Jeg trår det er a[r, 

"$kd.om"r, 
son h3ter enfystn.




