Eristjén Arnason: Quontity, stress end the syllsble in Ice-
landic

An analysis of quantity in Modern Icelendic is sugrested,
where length of voweles is predictable on the basis of the
form of the postnuclear consonentism within the syllable.
Vowels are short before two or more consoncnts, but long othar-
wise. Considerations of cimylicity of the length rule lead to
a definition of the stressed syllable in Icelandic which ¢ n
be called Tinsl maximelistic. Thus hestlur is analyzed with

two postnuclear consonamcin the first syllcble, but vas*i
with one, giving 2 simple enviromment for the length rule.
This runs counter to the tendency, =ttested in many languoges,
to favour open cyll-bles. It 1o zuw rceted thirt stres: ig »e-
sponsible for this ontogenetic~lly, ~nd th-~t the yphiorolosical
axiom can be stoted s the stressed ovyll-ble,

Two or more consoggn{gngollowing o sbrecsed vowel belong to
the stressed syllable/as thot does not lerd to = coda ivhere
8 pyksk or g is followed by # j,v or r. Thus one cets nep’j:
with ¢ long first vowel. This constraint can be accounted
for in terms of » hiernrchy of “strength or “cdherence’ of
consonants.

In additicn to riving ~ rel-~tively simrle model of the citu~
ation in ‘'odern Icelrondic, this analyeis seems to suryly =
food brsis for » hizboricsal -~nd coumporctive eupl-n~tion of
the synchronic situ~tion. +he Icelendic situntion ¢ n be
said to be typically tcondinevien (excludins Danish), with
‘eyllable guantity basic and cernent~l len-th derived.

But soire rhenomena c¢nn be found in lodern Icclendic wiiich
don’t ik entirely into the model. This c¢an be taken as in-
dication that later develorment hog disruyted the system de-
scribed above. Or i1t mirht be taken to show that the model
is & penchronic 2bstraction but does ot reflect synchronic
facts. (Thie latter interyretntion would le~d to scerticism
concernings thée form of nmodern lin-uistic aroanentttion, fundea-
mentally based on the notion of simylicity and loricnl
beauty.)





