
[ristján frnason: Suantity. stress en<] the svl-leb1e in Ice-
1 aad ic

^An analysis of quantity in l¡lodern Icelendic is sugqested,
lvhere lcngth of volvels is predictable on the basjs of the
for¡n of the ¡ostnuclear consonantj-s¡n v¡ithin the syIlrble.
Vov¡els ate short before t'.';o or nore consonents, but long othor-
ryise. Considerations of r:irn¡licity of the len¿th ¡ule lead to
a clefinition of the stressed syltable in Icel¿ndic ¡;¡hich c.,n
be called'final marimalistic'. Thus þq[S is analyzed ;¡ith
tv.ro postnucle¡r cons@arl¡in bhe first eyll:ble, but vasli
r¡ith one, ¡riving a si-raple envircnment f or the length ru1e.
This runs counter tc the tendency, rttested in maqy l-anguageç,
to favour o¡cn s;'11 'bles. Ii; ic :u. ¡cstecl tÌr:t et:esr ie:'e-
sponsible for this ontogene'bj-c'11y, rnd ùh.t tire 11r.:::olo'iic¡1
axiom can be str bed ¡'s tÌ¡e stressed r :¡Il'ì:l-e.

Tl'¡o or ì:rore cols3ggnf64!offor':ing i si;::cssed r¡ovel belong to
the stressed syllable/as thr:t does not l-epd to r coda i,'hcre
a !,r!,¡E or g is follo'"red by a jry or r. Thus cne ltets 4eli,ji
r'¡itir ¡ lonq f irst vol';el . This c::rstr¡int c¡n be rccounted
for in te¡l,rs of r hier:¡rrchy of 's1;::ength'or '¡dherence' of
consonants.

ln additi¡n to ¡i.;inf . re 1 ''i;ivef y si:r¡le nor]el of the sitq-
ation in r'ode_rn Icclrndic, tliis rnelysis seens to suy¡ly,r
goocì brsis f or r hisioric¡1 :nil corrl rr"Ì;ive e::çl .n.tion oi
the synchronic situ"tion. '''he Icel-enr-lic sit¡:,rtion c¡n be
said to be typic:r1ly Êc.ndinevi¡n ( excluil in; )anish) , r','ith
'sylì-abic quantit y b¡sic ¡nd se' r:rclt¡f len-th rle:ived.

Bu'; so re ¡henomena crn be f ounil in ::o<ie rn lccl pndic l.'ìtich
don't fit entirel-y into the ¡roclel . TÌris can be t¡jlen .s i.n-
dica-Lion th:t 1¡'ber dcveÌo¡rnent hrs clisru¡.ted the systcm cìe-
scribed abo'/e. 0r it n1lht be t¡hen tc shol.i that the riroclel
is e panchronic ,:bstr:ction but does _:ot reflect s)/nchrotìic
facts. (this latter inter;retirtion ;cuicl le^d to sceJ,ticism
concernin. the forrn of ¡rocle¡n lin-.uistic e::¡._utrentrticn, funcln_
nentally based on the notion of sini¡ licitT end loljicrl
beauty. )




