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Int rodu t 10n

The main purPose of this investigation is to determine ho¡¡

the fundamental frequency (fo) contours of Swedísh senteûces

vary with word accent (accent 1 or acute and accent 2 or

grave) and focus. In accordance l¡ith current terEinology' the

term rfocusr is used to denote the ner¿ information in a

sentence (cf. Jackendoff Lg72)' The o1d information in a

seotence is said to be out of focus or is sinply ca11ed

non-focus

The present report concerns two $r¡edish dialects - the

Stockholndialect(fromCentralsweclen)andtheMalnö
dialect (from the South) ' The main result is briefly that

the fo Patterns of the accents in focus are specific and are

only iartly similar to the non-focus Patterns
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These words are disyllabic and stressed on the filst eylLable
r¡ith the exception of the acuÈe trisyllabic verb a-namma,
which is stressed on the second sy11ab1e. I,Iords r¡ith sonorant
consonants have been chosen as far as possible to provide
continuous, undisturbed fo curves of the utt.erances. Vowels
with approximately the same degr.ee of opening - non-high
vo¡¡e1s - have been used to avoid differences in intrinsic fo
(cf. Lèhiste-Pe.rerson 1961), which night complicate the. inrer-
pretaÈion of the contours. All the vowels are phonologically
short.

Results and discussion

The observations made here are based on the fo tracings of
Figs. l-4. The fo patÈerns of the accents in focus are in
agreement wiÈh those shown by earlier investigations e.g.
Meyer 1937, Malnberg 1959, Hadding-Koch 1961, Gårding &

Lindblad 1973.

The Stockholm dialecÈ

The fo pattern of the accent 2 word -lämna in non-focus
position is partly sinilar to the corresponding focus par-
tern (Fig. 1). We find an fo maximum in the sÈressed vor¡el
and then a fa11. The rise of the second unstressed syLlabt-e
of the r¡ord when in focus is totally absent when out of
focus. Instead we find a low fo. The accent I ¡¡ord a-namma
shows a similar beginning for both non-focus and focus posi-
tion (Fig. 1). I,Ie find an fo peak in rhe pretonic syllable
and a fal1 in the prevocalic consonant to a fo mininum, which
is reached in the beginning of the stressed vowe1. The rise
of the stressed syllable and.the following peak - features
which are regarded as cypical of accent I - are found only
in focus position. In non-focus position the low fo is main-
tained throughout the word. For both âccent 1 and accent 2 ir
seems as if the rise in focus position starts before the
target fo minimum is reached. Corresponding differences
between focus and non-focus posiÈíons are also found for the
pairs t¡Lnga/-1ängre and'nunnor/-nummer (Fíg. 1)
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The obvious differences be!¡^reen focus and non-focus position
are Èhe f_ rise and the f peak, which are present only inoo"
the focus words and independently of accent (Fig. 2). It is
evident that thís same tonal phenomenon is found in both
the accent I and Èhe accenE 2 words. The fo manifesÈations of
Èhe accent 1 and the accent 2 words in focus can be decomposed

into one accent-dependent part (¡¡hich is differenE for the
two accents) and one accent-independent focus part (\^rhich is
Èhe same for both accents). The timing of the focus part is
different, however, for the tr^ro accents.

In sentence final position for both accenÈ I and accent 2

r¡ords in focus the focus peak is sharp as compared v¡ith non-
final position (Fig. 2). In non-final posítion there is no

immediate f_ fa11 following che f rise as in final positiono"o
The peak is flatter and when there are several unstressed
syllab1es between the focus syllable and the following
stressed syllable - as in the first focus position - the
peak between the focus rise and the fa11 of the following
stressed syl1ab1e becomes a plateau.

The Malmö dialect

For the accent 2 r,¡ord -1ämna there are:obvious sioilarities
between focus and non-focus position (fig. 3), We find a

rise in the. stressed vo¡¡e1, and Èhe peak is reached in the
postvocalic consonant. The difference lies in the unstressed
post-tonic vowel. In focus position there i.s a steep fa11,
which is not present in non-focus position. In the accent 1

word a-namma we observe a rise in the prevocalic consonant
and a peak in the stressed vowel (Fig. 3). In focus position
th-is peak is innediately followed by a steep fa11 beginning
in the niddle of the stressed vowel and reaching íts minimum

in the posÈ-tonic vor¡e1. In non-focus position there is
instead a gentle fo fa11 in the post--tonic sy11ab1e, For the
pair'tânga/-1ängre (fig. 3) there are corresponding differ-
ences beÈween focus and non-focus position, but for the pair
nunnor/ nummer (!l g. 3) the dífference is not evident. It

appears that the fo pactern of the accent 1 word -nummer in
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focus, when regarded in isolation, is almost identical to one
of the non-focus patEerns. This is due to a-fa11, which.is
present in seritence final position independently of focus
location and therefore erases a potential difference betqreen
focus and non-focus, There is, however, a difference of
Èransition from Èhe preceding word (fig. 4). When the preceding
¡¡ord is in foctis the transition is a deep trough, as a con-
sequence of the f ocus f al l . l,Ihen the f ol lowing r¡ord is in
focus, however, Èhe Èransition is relatively shal1ow. ThÍs
difference of transitíon is evident also from the fo patterns
of t.he accenÈ 2 word 'nunnor (Fig. a).

In contrast to the Stockholn dialect we find a fa11 as the f
manifestaÈion of focus in rhe Malnö dialecr. This fall is ínle-
pendent of accent, but the tining of the fa11 is la!er for
accenÈ 2. This paÈtern of focus manifestation.is perfectly
para1le1 to the Stockholn pattern. Thus in boÈh dialecÈs we
have major fo change as the reflex of focus. The difference
is in the direction of the change - a rise in Stockholn
corresponds to a fa11 in Malmö (fig. 5). In non-focus position
there are no such changes. By shifting the focus Eo different
positions of a sentence in the way described in Èhis paper,
ic has been possible co separace the conÈribution of focus
to the fo contour, ttrereby isolating the basic r¡o¡d accent
patterns.
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