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AN EMPTY SPACE ON TI-{E MAP
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Under this heading I talked about the twofold aim of the laboratory work

the students are obliged to attend in order to carry out the basic

courses in phonetics in Lund. 1. In the first place we want to create

stimulating tasks for the students. We consider it meaningful- for": thern to

"discover new lands" j-n phoneties. 2. In the second place we are j-nterested

in thÈ;descripfuioni aàd"'tilasËi.fication of .d-ÍaLeets''by prosodic critería.:::
:..' .,¡,i ;.,...,.., i:.r i::,.;1.,; ; i ;.:.. i . :ii ; . i.:: i-.-r.:..,..

This term, spfing ,!9?S,..thp,combination gf, Èleee gims has-requllg{ in o¡9

group's concentration on the F-
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words of the inhabítants in Kronoberg county:''Ín'r'snåland'('in ttie"scuth of
r'.t..i'i.t::. .i¡r¡¡.-,¡....1:,,¿, 'r"j.':!" ..t::. .,;1. 
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sweäen). This work i-s qh,offshopt EbpçciaLty.i.'fnemlGåi^dino ,aqd .Lj-à$:.

blad's work (tg?g). See also Lindblad's paper on Dialectal variat:i.:¡n

and constancy in Swedish word accent patterns in this volume [p. 4,9).

Our starting point was the tonal dialect map of Sweden given by Gårding

and LÍnUbIad (p.48) and Gårding's tentative tonal typology for aecent

1 and aecent 2 words in Swedistr (p. A6). The southern part of the map is

shown in Fig. 1. As shown on the map, the tonal data are unevenly dis-

tributed over the country. For example, north of Skåne (in tfre south of

Sweden) tnere is an "empty space on the map". This area has traditionally

been regarded as belonging to the South-Swedish dialect area, The tra-

dition is based mainly on non-prosodic phonetic features. There is also

sorne evj-dence regarding perceptual data that people in this area "need a

fundamental frequency rise to perceive a grave word and a fall to hear an

acute" in the stressed syIlable just as the Skåne inhabitants do, see

Johansson (rc2o, p. 7oJ.
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The material used consisted of disyllabic minimal pairs with tonal
'' ' ' ' )ssed, and the cÔrrespon-aceent cgntraqt and wlth the fírst syllable stre

ding monosyllabic word, e.g. pg¡g! - Eglg!, Pål. The'informants,wBre

five phonetically na'ive persons from. l(ronoberg county. Each informant was

recorded twice and at different sessions;

contrary'to what þas of,ten been assumed our data showed no conformity

to the SkåhetprosodÍc patternsi The outstanding feature whlch a]1 the.
:

five informants had in common was a two-peaked accent 2 pattgrn with one

peak in each syl]able. Fig. 2 shows the typical aecent 2 pattern' This

pattern resembled both the Svea dialects (type 2A in Gårding's tonal

typologyJ and the Göta dialects (type 2B). The timing of the peek within

the syllable seemed to be irrelevant because no consistent pattern was

found. The acute accent showed a stilI more varying Fo pattern, proba-

b1y due to varied intonation, but the tonal peak was always in the

stressed syllable and it was mostly late in the syllable a}so, as shown

in Fig. 3. Consequently there is no similarity with the acute pattern in

type 28, as this pattern has its tonal peak in the post-toníc syllab}e'

The character of the tonal accent in the dialect of these five infor-

mants thus seems to fit fairly well with type 2A in Gårding's typology,

that j.s the Svea dialects (in Central gweden) '

Needed: more informants 'from $rnåland '

Volunteers may address themselves to: Phonetics Laboratoryt Lund

University.
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Fig. 2. Accent 2. Speaker: CJ, Alvesta
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Fig. 3. Accent '1. Speaker: CJ, Alvesta Speaker: PT, Ryd






