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SENTENCE STRESS AND TOGNAL ACCENTS

Gésta Bruce

The present paper yaises the guestion: how are the ténal accenté in Swe-
dish manifested when they occur in stress positions other than‘sentence
stress positiom (¢f., Garding 1967)?

The 1nsp,ratmnn of this prellmlnary study is the proposal of é binary
ouprasagmental system For Eng115h by Vandersllce & Ladefoged (1971), where
sentepee stress - 1~stress ~_15 analysed as [+ ACCENTJ [+ INTDNATIDN],
whlle Dther non»prlmary stresses are equated [+ ACCENTJ [« INTDNATIDN],
i,e. a sentence stressed_syllable_is distinguished from other stressed
syllables by the»oontr;bution of sentence intonation -~ the tonal méﬁifesta»
tion of statemgpﬁ ar questioh-u and not by degreg of s&ress. fhe aim of
‘?h;ﬁ paper is to test the validity Qf al;orpespéﬁding‘treatment QF:Swedish
ugggenﬁualﬁphenomgnaf The hXPPthESiﬁwiS_thaﬁ gﬁe sthld bg:able to subtract
what, depends on sentence intonapiqnbbyllpéking:ét-the manifestat%oné of
thgthgzqontpaéting tonal accents - a;cent 1 and acqent 2 —}in_stréss'po~
sitions other_than_santenge st;sgs posifigh’andvthere Finq.ﬁhé 'tgﬁé’n
tonal accents, i,e, the tonal accents unaffected by séntenée.;ntéﬁatééﬂ-

In order to test thiszhypothesis the Following:ﬁeét senfeﬁeésAWeré_
-;d?Vi5Ed: | o -

T
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1. Neutral statement: answer to the questlon "What wére you dolng?"
v [ b () (o miores (202, ‘j rer e (172
2. Statement, game'emphasized;_answer»to the quegtion "What game were you
_ playing there?" ‘ '

i Lirgt BANDY | ., vallen
o m‘ KNLA:u. vallarna
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3. Statement, place emphasized; answer to the guestion "Where were you
playing the game?"

bandy | it (VALLEN |-
Kila t\mLLARNA

vi lira’
The dialect under examination is the St@ckholm dialect,

From earlier investigations we know that in the Stockholm dialect the
Fo-curve of the grave accent has two peaks with a valley in between, The
first peak is located in_the;streséEd syllahble and. the- second peak is in
the last syllable of the word. “The acute accent is us ually'charaoterizad
by a rise in the stressed syllabley of ten preceded by & %mall de (ﬁhmag
1967). The Fo-data of fhe present study Jhow that in bentence stress PO
sition the manifestations of accent 4Zénd 2 are as descrlbeu above. But
in other stress positions we .find a ‘different pictgre:.the grave‘agggnt
has only one peak, in tge stressed’syllégie, whileatheWSbend ane is
missing., The acute accent is manifested merely as & valley.

Now how do we interpret the data? It may be squegted that the second
peak of the grave accent, which is present only 1n_5entence St;eas_posl~
tion, is the tonal manlfe station-of * statement 1ntonat10n 50 fhat the
first peak of the grave appent is'what'aCtually embodies thé grave word
accent, But what“abbuthéhévgcute.accent?’Oﬁ; interpretation is that the
valley, which is the manifestation of the acute accent in np@~ég%mary

e RERA

stress position constltutes the ‘true ac&te word accent, TN SEHtence

\’

stress position this vallpy will be Jmoothed Dut by thP qentehoe 1ntonat¢om»;3'

Al

peak, so that we-will get the plcture DF ‘a malnly rising acute ascent. iIf{hT
has been shown that’ thc Fowpattern characteristic of the acute agcént
recurs in the later part of the grave accent, 1.e. the second peak
(Garding 1970). So the same statement intonation pattern is found both in

the grave and the acute accent in sentence stress position, but occurs



garlier for the acute accent, so that the acute valley is affected by the

sentence intonation peak, while the grave peak is left unaffected by it,
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