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Dialectal variation and constancy in Swedish word ‘accent patterns

e Lindblag

“ O the basis of E.A. Meyer's data (1937, 71954) bn Swedish word acoent F_ -
patterns in isclated two~syllébie$®5rdé,3éf‘Géfﬁ{ng (1990) has madé a typology

“5% %Hé$SWeaiéH}wbré'aéﬁéﬁég; dividing tﬁem.iﬁto four ﬁ;ﬁéé aééording:ﬁo the

" umber and time losation of F_ maxima within the words. Cheosing two™informants

zt%fb%jeééHTofﬁ%aafﬁéﬁééisﬁmaiélééfé Tébféééﬁting'tﬁeéé*Fon“%ybééﬁ namély the
Stookholm, Goanian,” Gotland, and Vdstergdtland dialects, E: Gardirg and the
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present author have made an acoustic invéstigation of a“number-of one, "two,
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three, and four-syllable words, pronounced bothin isolation and withina sen-
" tence frame. The whole material wis pronounced as neutral and emphatic state-
IQMéﬁtS;'ahH$HGUEfél ah61EMﬁhd£iEdddestiéhsf MiﬁgogramS"HéVéﬁbééh made Of the
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whole material, spectrograms of part of it.
In a first report (1973), we give data on the time and frequency positions
of FD maxima and minima in isolated words for the four dialects. Further, on
the basis of these data, we give a fairly formalised description of the FD
contours for each of the dialects. The description is given as a number of
rules, each generating the Fo curve for pért of the given test words. THE fre-
quéncy’ dimensith is quadtified iRtd four Pifghfiéygist*yhefgg;as apply in a

_5§piq§ﬁgqur,andmgtaisgpjegt tp_phe_pningiple that.@.lgter rule does not change

‘the output of an earlier ore. As concerns their flnction, there are three types

of rules. First, there is a ruld that

.6§téf§*Fé}ﬁtﬁg tétmin@ting”sénﬁéﬁbe e
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.as yqu may remember. Secondly there are
rules that teke care of the ‘ascent aistihﬁtibh‘b?”ailédéfihgzFD maxima and
minima to specific time postitions and pitch levels. Thirdly, there is a rule

that connects by the shortest way the parts of the FO shape of the word
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generated by earlier rules.

For all the four investigated dialects these types of rule_are‘gééd, applied
in the same order. As concerns the contents of the rules, the diélecta differ.
- In the main, the FD contours of the two speakers qflgagh épgpial:diglect may be
generated by the same formulation of the rules. |

-For all the investigated dialects, the Fo cqntour of aigfgye accent word may
be regarded as a contracted FD contour of a‘minimally qontrasting acute word
plus an additional initialvFD segment,‘called;theiprgfgpnﬁou?f This interde-
pendence betwsen the acute and grave aocgnt“agems‘tovbgvan interdialectal
. constancy in the Swedish word accent oppositiqnf_quther gonstancy in the
- realization of the oppesition found iq qu:ma§erial can Qe‘formulated thus:
-~ The grave accent is contrasted .to the acqtgﬂeithgp»in}hay%qgwtwo FO peaks -
acute has always one peak only - or in having a sihg%e“pgak later‘im the word

than the acute accent.
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