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Dialectal variation and constancy in Swedish wordiacceint 
ip'atternsl

Per Lindblad
.'..... ::

. , _; '.. .... :-.. 
.:.., .i. .r... .1.J. .- i..- 0n thê'uasis óf"E.A.' n¡év"rltà ortu (lszl,"tss+J"'on'swedish 

"iord 
åccent F-

patterns in isolated two-syllabïe'wÅrds,'Ët''Gárding (l'sZa)'has mäoé'â tyþology

'; 'òi thr'S*edishi*orå ."""ni=, dividing them into fc,ur tyþes aËcording:to the

"'' 'n,1¡¡b*rtunjltiru iocation of F 'maxima wÌthin'the wbrds." Choosihg: twb:'införmants
o

iiort*."ht or'iòr"''Ëj*Ëùiur, oiateòts Èepresêhting theÈe four"typês'; närnely the

Stockhoim, scanián;"eottuåu'r' uäd' VästergÉtlancl dialectsì, E'j'ì'eåruinþ'änä' trre

''-;'i i'i 'r:-r'"':¿ni¡"t.'.ùr"i¡åae an' abouu'li. investigàtion of aiinuiiii5ei of ohè';"two,present au

t 'tÀr"Ë;'áno'Èour-syilaolel *oros, 
-'pronbun"Ëd" 

bo'th''l-n''iso1aïioÄ'tuÀù' witrriil''à sen-

":: tåå"é fiame. rÈË'wr',oIe raieþiairwãs þronoüncéå as ñéutråì-iancl:'êmpträtrc'state-

" t'- "r"ntr, rÀd'' åuriiår ahd êiirptratib Questionsì Mingograms rràvei'bebn maäe:'ù-f:''the

whole material, spectrograms of part of it 'r' ; i": j : ;

In a first report (tSZe), we give data on the time and frequency positions

of F maxima and minima in isolated words for the four dialects. Further, ono-
the basls of these data, we give a fairly formalised descrj"ption of the Fo

contours for each of the dialects. The description is given as a number of

rules, each generating the Fo curve for part of the gJ-ven test words. Tfib fre-

qrun"y'oimensiäni is quaätified intci' fcür pitq,ï.levels;'\Jhè:-rufq¡ apply"in a
'.' : '. --i

Frç{¡s,:?rq,sj,1n9,,,,?r',uï!j."! to,.fhu r'r¡1eyle .tfgt a rrl:'" Íyl: oo"=,.111, ehanse

' i 'È'h* ärlórt of an earfier cjne'.'As concernsì thefr fuinctit:'n,' there arÞ three types

"' '¿i'"rirs."tFilst',' there is à rrr'å'ffi.ceiters rot,,ttig- fe¡1rrytrng'senteñÞe 
in-

-,,. ,tonetioo,,- ..the wolds ,eqe .iso}F,a"r,-,U- Y.ar,f1y relember,, u-"¡iotv trrl9 .11e.-:::. I :::-j, ] .. ;..til r,.\'tiì.li. rì.. .lr.J':.:;.r.r.

rules that take care sT"th"tuò"rnt distinbtion'by' allocdting: Fo nìäxima an¡

minima to specific time postibions and pitch levels. Thirdly, there is a rule

that connects by the shortest way the parts of the F shape of the word



,:.,r ,,i

ril

50

generéted by earlier nules. . :.ir .: -. .. j.., i..:

For all the four investigated dialects these types of rule are used, applied
.: . .: l ,.i . J :

in the sarne order. As concerns the contents of the rules, the dialects differ.

In the main, the Fo contours of the twO speak:tu gI Eaçh .sO,e.cia1,di13-ect 
may be

generated-by.'the same formulation of tl¡e,rru'1"es. 
:.j . ,_; ., :,.

For all the investigated diBlects., the Fo contour of a. Ellave accent word may

be regarded.as. a contracted Fo eontour of e. minimall¡ qgntrasting acute word

plus en addÍt1onal i,nit:i.al-, Fo segment, cq]led ithe., prp;"gn,touf ,: This interde-

pendence between the aoute and, grave accent, Egerns ,!9 þF,,,,in i.rlterAfaiectal

constancy in the Swedi:sh word accent opposition ¡ A3,.gther crgnslgncV in the

realization.of the oppgsition founQ in our material qan b,e f.grlulated thus:

The grave accent is contrqsted .to the acqle eithe4 in ,|arlip-,t*o Fo peaks -
acute has alweys one.peak o¡lyr- or in.hrylng a sínglg. geak,latgr in the word

than the acute accent ,...r, , .,:.Í .r ,: ;

i. - ..:

' _J . .j,;: l .:
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